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Two Images of Nancy:
Tanizaki Junichiro’s Kylin and Lin Yutang’s Confucius Saw Nancy

Cui Haiyan

Tanizaki Junichiro’s novel Kylin is a fictitious work based on several historical Chinese records,
including the journal entries: Confucius Saw Nancy. Lin Yutang used the same sources to create a stage
drama Confucius Saw Nancy.

In Tanizaki’s Kylin, Nancy emerges as an enchantress and a malicious woman of lechery. In contrast,
Nancy in Lin Yutang’s drama lacks this coquettish and seductive nature but rather she challenges the
status quo by boldly denying differences between the sexes and advocating gender equality and thus
she embodies a woman with new ideas in modern times.

In Tanizaki’s literary works, Nancy is the archetype of seductive wickedness. As illustrated in the
novel Kylin, the author holds a unique interpretation of beauty whereby toughness equates to charm,
and glamour stems from vice. In Lin Yutang’s work, Nancy conveys the writer’s disapproval of feudal
morality and his advocacy of gender equality. The distinct characteristics of Nancy in both works
undoubtedly reflect the two writers’ different personalities, but moreover, are the definite outcome of
their respective eras and national conditions. The novel Kylin, was published in the 1910’s just subse-
quent to the Russo-Japanése War, and expresses Tanizaki's rebellion against the Japanese government’
s psychological repression of civilians. However, Lin Yutang’s drama, Conficius Saw Nancy, was writ-
ten in semi-colonial and semi-feudal China in the 1920s when feudal warlords propagated “worshiping
Confucius and returning to the past”. Lin Yutang therefore portrays her as a woman with new thoughts

who animadverts on Confucius’s oppression of women.



