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ABSTRACT

Why do students choose the Professional School of Teacher Education?:
Focusing on their motivation and satisfaction at education

MITARAI, Sayaka
MATSUMOTO, Yohei
IIDA, Rikuo

This paper analyzes students’ motivation for enrollment in the Professional School of Teacher
Eduation that is called Kyoshoku Daigakuin in Japanese. The system had started since 2008, there are 25
schools and they are spread throughout in Japan. So far, the researches on professional schools in Japan
have focused on the system or the method how they develop the students’ knowledge and skills. This
paper approaches the students’ mental aspects by focusing on one of the institutions and analyzes the
students’ narratives to make it clear that why they choose it and what they want to gain as knowledge or
skills.

Firstly, this paper points out that there are some types of students: 1) who are engaged in practical job
as applied teachers and 2) who have never worked at school. The former teachers group is split into 4
smaller groups. The first one is dispatched by each administration and is expected to be managers such
as the principal. They are funded and demanding for learning. The second one has their own aims for
learning and aren’t eager to gain managerial positions. They aren’t funded. The third one takes holidays
and chooses their schools by themselves. They want to temporarily isolate themselves from their own
schools. The fourth one studies for themselves and some of them come from remote places. They are
enthusiastic to develop their skills.

The latter rookies group, some of them decided the enrollment as a result of their failure in the
teacher employment examination. They recognize that they are in want of knowledge or skills to teach
and contact with students. Defeated by the failure, they re-shape their new goal as a teacher with their
comrades after their enrollment. Some of them have experienced practical business and they entered to
rapidly change themselves as teachers. Some privileges the Professional School of Teacher Education
gives them also do them good. They head for their destination with their motivation for practical knowl-
edge and skills, comrades and privileges.

The reasons and purposes of the enrollment are categorized by each student’s career. Each group has
their own zeal toward the course, curriculum, contents. Level of satisfaction varies. The system of each

institution makes them differ, too.



