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Abstract

“lI am not ashamed of Pedagogy!”

Tadahiko ABIKO

This article is on my whole professional life as an educational researcher for approxi-
mately 50 years. This would be hopefully useful and informative for younger researchers
following our generation.

A number of people so far have told us it is really important for anyone to meet some
great persons or to read some great books in younger days. It is very true for me too. In
my student years, there was a hidden atmosphere in the University of Tokyo that a new
‘School of Education’ was not appropriate to be called ‘School’ or ‘Department’ because of
almost all main members of the faculty staff who had been transferred from ‘School of
Letters.” Therefore, ‘School of Education’ at that time was sometimes called ‘the Second
School of Letters’. One of the reasons was that what we studied there was Pedagogy as a
whole, even including Psychology of Education and Sociology of Education. Pedagogy is
still very philosophical and sometimes ideological. However, many members of the faculty
staff had been very eager to overcome the old type of pedagogy and gradually most
research of the staff had been based on various types of positivistic methodology. But it
was just the beginning around then.

During my student days, professors I discussed with were Professor T. Hosoya, a his-
torian of German industrial education, Professor T. Yamanouchi, a comparative researcher
of British education, Professor H. Azuma, a cognitive psychologist in measurement of
education and his host Professor L. Cronbach from the U.S. in my university, and particularly
Professor M. Sekine outside the university. Those scholars made their great influences in
many fields in Japan, but to me they were so kind personally and so sincere in research.
And in addition, the people whom I have to remember are teachers that helped me make
lesson studies at school as my co-researchers. They are my ‘treasure’ in my career now.
Those professors and teachers have assisted me to make many positivistic research like
lesson studies focused on ‘individualization’ of curriculum and comparative studies of ‘the
lower secondary curriculums’ among the United States, England, Germany and France.

Owing to a lot of older scholars of pedagogy and colleague of education researchers

including younger scholars, now at last it is very happy for me to say ‘I am not ashamed
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of the scholar of pedagogy’ or to confess 1 am proud of pedagogy’. Recently, it seems that
in England and Australia pedagogy has recovered its own value and reputation. That is
nice ! There is no country whose education is excellent unless teachers are respectful
there. Hopefully Japan is to be excellent in education that raises not only ‘self-developing’
ability, but also ‘self-controlling’ ability of children as ‘Future-Sovereigns of Japan’ after

Fukushima’s natural disaster, Tsunami.



