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The Formation of Chinese Consciousness
in China: Based on Analysis of Ethnic
Minority Represented on the School Textbook

Atsuko SHIMBO

This paper analyzes school textbooks from 1912, the year of the founding of the Republic
of China (ROC), to 2012, the centennial of the founding, to study the descriptions of Chinese
territories with ethnic minorities. Moreover, Chinese textbooks from the Republican period
and textbooks on race union education currently issued by the People’s Republic of China are
analyzed and discussed.

First, it is clarified that immediately after the founding of the ROC, textbooks were
published that stated that ethnic minority areas such as Tibet and Mongolia were Chinese
territories. Additionally, it is shown that the unity of the “Chinese people” residing in the
territory in China was emphasized in the textbooks of the Republican period.

Second, it is clarified that the unity of the “Chinese people” residing in the territory in
China is being emphasized even 100 years after the founding of the Republic of China. With
the post-1990s spread of globalization, the concept of marketing began to become popular
in China. Consequently, Chinese replaced ethnic minority languages as the medium of
instruction in schools in ethnic minority areas. Additionally, the cultural identities of ethnic
minorities began going through transition.

Some ethnic minorities showed opposition to these changes. To suppress this opposition,
education emphasizing racial union was developed as a cause of the 2008 Olympic Games.
This education describes ethnic minorities as conservative, traditional, and effeminate.
The education is mainly provided to ethnic minority students in ethnic minority areas.
The purpose of the education is to develop ethnic minorities into model Chinese citizens.
However, this education does not have a “public” character in that it does not accept
people from various cultural backgrounds and with a diverse sense of values. Multicultural
education, which teaches that the diversity of races should be respected, is subject left behind

at future in China.



