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What is “Goffmanesque” ? : A Note on Erving Goffman’s Writing Style

Ken Uchida*

Abstract
This paper presents an effort to read a sociological work of Erving Goffman as a
textual construct. Goffman is known for his distinctive writing style, sometimes called
“Goffmanesque”. The writer’s contention is to suggest that Goffman employed such a
writing style as an inevitable consequence of his lifelong theme : investigation of “the

interaction order”.

As an illustration, Goffman’s early paper, titled “On Cooling the

Mark Out : Some Aspects of Adaptation to Failure.” is taken up. First, the subject and
constitution of the paper is outlined. Then, two rhetorical devices, metaphor and enumera-
tion are extracted from the text. Lastly, the correlation between Goffman’s writing style

and his formal sociological orientation is explicated.
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