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Changes in the Attitudes of Muslims in the Deep South of Thailand
— Investigation of the Attitudes and Sense of Values of Muslims of Different
Educational Backgrounds Regarding the ‘Kluse-Mosque and Tak-bai Incidents’
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Abstract

In ancient times, the deep south of Thailand was part of an Islamic state. This state has gradually been integrated
into Thailand where more than 90% of the population believes in Buddhism. More than 80%. of the population of the
deep south maintains the Islamic faith to this day. Since the latter half of the 1950s, the Thai government has imposed
various laws in order to convert all traditional Islamic schools (Ponoh) into private Islamic schools where a standard
- government-designed curriculum is to be taught as part of an assimilation policy. This gradual change in the
educational system may affect attitudes toward social events in addition to Muslims sense of values in the deep south.

The present paper investigates Muslims' attitudes toward the ‘Kluse-Mosque Incident’ and the ‘Tak-bai Incident’
in order to examine whether differences in their educational backgrounds has affected their attitudes. In addition, the
sense of values affecting their attitudes is considered. ( Waseda Journal of Human Sciences, 19 (1) : 47-54,
2006)
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