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Young Nuon Chea in Bangkok (1942-1950): Experiences
Prior to Becoming Khmer Rouge Brother No. 2

. Eiji Murashima

Nuon Chea was the second most powerful man in the Communist Party of Kampuchea, ranked
after Pol Pot, known as “Brother Number Two”. Upholding the extreme Marxist ideology, the Party
is notorious for sponsoring Cambodia’s massacre during 1975-79 when it was in power. Before he
advanced his political career in the Communist Party of Kampuchea, Nuon Chea received secondary
and higher education in Thailand in the 1940s and joined the Communist Party of Thailand (CPT) in
1950. In fact, the early experience of Nuon Chea in Bangkok is little known to historians.

On 12 August 2003 the author conducted an interview with Nuon Chea in Pailin; after that, he
extended his research on young Nuon Chea’s career in Bangkok through meeting his CPT comrades
in Bangkok and collecting his academic records in high school and university. Based on the interview
researches and other documents sources, this paper attempts to present young Nuon Chea’s life in
Bangkok.

Nuon Chea was born on 7 July 1926 in Battambang under French rule, the area was transferred
to Thailand in 1941 and its resident held Thai nationality up to 1946. Nuon Chea, took a name
Runglert Laodi , advanced his career in Bangkok. Residing at a Buddhist temple Wat Benjamabopit,
he studied at Wat Benjamabopit High School (1942-1943) and Thammasat University in its two-year
preparatory course (1944-45, 7th graduating class) and its regular course (1946-1950), which he left
before its completion. He enrolled as a law student at Thammasat University on 1st May 1946.
Recruited by Ruam Wongphan (b.1922-d.1962, Thammasat student and CPT’s member at that time),
Runglert Laodi (Nuon Chea) started his political career in leftwing Democratic Youth movement in
1947. At the same time, he was employed by the Ministry of Finance as a clerkish class public officer
in around early 1948. In October 1948, he passed examinations of the all required subjects for the first
year of Thammasat. In January 1950, he passed 7 subjects among 8 required subjects for the second

__year. If he had continued his study one more year, it was quite likely for him to graduate from
Thammasat University. In 1950, Udom Charoenrat (b.1929-d.2007), a Thammasat student and Nuon
Chea's colleague in the Ministry of Finance at that time, introduced Nuon Chea to join CPT. Nuon
Chea’s CPT cell was composed of only three merﬁbers; Udom was its head. Shortly after entering

CPT, Nuon Chea passed the employment examination of clerkish position of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (According to the Civil Servant Act, the clerkish position was the only possible position for
those who have not graduated from universities). In the late 1950, he abruptly abandoned his law
study at Thammasat University and his promising position in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in order
to join the anti-French struggle in Cambodia, his homeland.

Nuon Chea’s life in Bangkok was not different from Thai students coming from outside Bangkok.
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Nuon Chea was in fact one of the first generation of highly educated Thai members in CPT;
previously, most of the CPT members were Chinese or Chineée descendents educated at Chinese

primary or secondary schools in Bangkok.
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Nuon Chea was a Sino-Khmer from Battambang, born into a prosperous family in 1927. His
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name at birth was Lau Ben Kon. During World War II, when Battambang was under Thai
control, he went to Bangkok, where he completed his secondary schooling under the name
Long Ruot. In 1945 he enrolled as a law student at Thammasat University, also in Bangkok,
where he earned an academic scholarship. He soon became a member of the Communist party
of Thailand without informing his family. He was probably inspired to do so by his cousin
Sieu Heng , who had also spent part of the war in Bangkok and had joined the Indochina

Communist party in Battambang in 1945.!
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Around the same time [in 1945], Long Reth, a Khmer law student at Thammasat University
in Bangkok, working part-time as a clerk in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, was recruited by
Muon and joined the Communist Party of Thailand. He moved back to Battambang and soon
transferred to the ICP. ( In 1960, under the name Nuon Chea, he became deputy secretary of

the Communist Party of Kampuchea.)?
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2001 4£ 6 B 4 BHic Australian Broadcasting Corporation (Radio Australia) i& “Cambodian geno-
cide investigators call for Thai held documents” &fEL 7cIROFE%IT > T %,

Cambodian genocide researchers are asking a prestigious Thai university to hand over the
records of a senior Khmer Rouge leader who studied there, saying they may contain vital
evidence for any UN-sponsored trial. Documentation Centre of Cambodia director Youk
Chhang, has written a letter urging Thammasat University to hand over the records of Nuon

Chea, the shadowy “Brother Number Two” to dictator Pol Pot.

It says officials of the United Nations says the University archirvresﬁ i;vill be tﬁe 71;ey 7source7 of N
evidence for the tribunals.Investigators are keenly interested in Nuon Chea, who was Deputy
Secretary of the Communist Party of Kampuchea and Deputy Prime Minister of Democratic
Kampuchea. Nuoh Chea attended law school at Thammasat University on an academic
scholarship in the 1940s and later worked for a time in the Thai foreign ministry, he now lives
in Pailin in the northwest of the country where he has been since the Khmer Rouge resistance

ended?.
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V=T D—=ANTH5B, HiF NV a7 THEFCEFEL, T - BEHBEEZTLN, hids 1 obsHE
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D5 <Yy — PREEOKERERL Y v/ L3R -7, 20, Vro—F 5474~ (XA Ve
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HvROTHEERF vX— v —, X ¥+ F7 (Nuon Chea) D/~ v 2 7B (1942 £-1950 )

FEDIFIC I, “Quits Thammasat to work for the Comptroller General Department, Finance Ministry in
Bangkok” &30 F 4, COEICERA Y « FTRELTFRETHY, 5 <F— PRFLAFZSZILTVEY,
WRAEHSEOMCT LI, FoF— PRFECEZELRY, 1950F 5/ 2R FTHRBELALIL
1\ F 77, TEASKERGICHER L 7o D3 1945 £ T C REFICEZ L2 O 1947 FERFIRTH 5, Bi,
1947 ZEDIEIC “Ordains for one season at Wat Samrong, Chachoengsao province (east of Bangkok), then
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one month, to join the fledging pro-democracy student movement in Thailand and the CPT.” £FEL T
WBY, FAABEDRE,P SR Y  FTDPEEICERLAOE 1947 FETRAL 1950FTH 5, &1,
KHEBREE L TROW A5 SNEH> 2O THEBEL THD I EHERIL TV EH, ThRBAXTHR~NS
LD ITKXBEMTH 5, Bangkok Post DEEEDHR T bEROMELIHREBNTVE, ZThiZXt v « F
TH g 4 HEEIC A LoD 1947 i< 1950 4 TH %, A T Bangkok Post DFnFEiE, & v Ky
FADY 2 /¥4 RABHIC <+ — PRESR A ¥ o« 77 OF¥ETHFOBMBIRE LT, FEHI2SHHIL
TWBY, D54 L2, FAAZEDT —H#4 7R THRNASICTENB LN TES T LIEABTR
THDTH 5,
WAL 2005 EFREE TIBERT L, £0EE, S 2 ¥y a2 0EVAXEHE, EREHICBL
T, Y AEBHBLUHS A BFELEROFREEICRET 5 T LI - ok ®d, FERED 2D OREFIREH
B EHEBHIES T, )
Z OBERITICNE, BB T V7 KERERERE L 2 FEEO A v K Y 7 AEFHE Ourn Pheakiny K, R4l
EE AN F AT, R REPER RS ARETT L 7
COMIBILT, 24 Y« FTHMCETLAABEERORORXESBSNIV [ A v RO TIE —
OHEFHBIEORR L TE~0Bb b |, MTEELE] MEARZERXXESR), 5105, 200443 7,
pp. 17-35.
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WEED 7 — VBB E Y 4 OBF S 2EBO 7 5 v AERMOFERICHIERL TV,
7 4 TRALE 2480 & (1937/38 4F) » 5, TEHE 647 7 A RETH 2 EHARE L 2. Th LR,
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(Y y e — b o Lo H— v AT vRYE EREREEAE] EHLL) RFOFR—EIERAE 2481 4
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HOASTHRRE, 1967 4 6 A2 5 2000 12T % ¥ TILEERRBUE I $TH. (Anuson Nit Phongdapphet,
2000, p. 1) Anuson Nit Phongdapphet iZid, = v b 1952 FiothE T - LELSNTWV S5, 1951 £ 8
ADE~LY v oHREEEFES (WFDY) « ERE¥E (1US) i & 2 HHRFFFAELM (The 3 World Fes-
tival of Youth and Students Berlin,1951) icth[E, ~ bt 4, FEOREFE L b, FAREFREELT
hE, €27 72E T~V YVIEA-TWED 5, 1951 F0 7 At BBPEICHEAEL T3 9 Th %,
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1045 4 10 A 25 BTl [=~—7F 2 v ] BEFIS iz, BRho 42 Ehs o A, Mﬁé TV,
zhzRRELLI- b D,
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IiT - 12 T EM X > D THID & - 1o thELERE OFRAOHEN T, FER+FOF#LE L ThEICKEE)
Lizo GERATRIHEEOEREOEROESL) FREOHIEIZ, 1939-1945 £F, 1940 F iz hEHER »
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BEICEPERZ BRI BEPHELLRDLDRR, RUTEETHAIDEVHIERMOES, L0501, Hom
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Aui, 9 KA u\/\%m%@?%%kén'cméo A, ThERER] 19384 10 A 12 BT THE]
I (&l LW HEZOAYD, FEESIO O EEICE 2 REERFICE VT, TARNIEBE | M8
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WIZERIO—I Yy 2 7 TR L TV ER A3 HFDBSEI TRV A5 b,
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Mahachon, April 1950, 98 p.)
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Foad—ova- v RERRFESE T - ARSI 2 £ T 1 E¥E T - RIEAR, B —213 1940
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atkan 30 March 1995.

35 Prachuap Amphasawet, Phlik Phaendin ton Khabuankan Sangkhomniyom nai Thai, Sukhaphaochai,
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the Buddhist public sphere in twentieth-century Thailand: Buddhadasa Bhikkhu and his world” (a
thesis submitted for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy of the Australian National University, 2001), pp.
224-230.

Fuysyyo— b FEROFET 1949 FichRE R T4 & 7o (Interview with Damri Ruangsutham
at Bangkok on 11 Sept. 2004)

Interview with Prasoet Sapsunthon at Bangkok on 16 June 1981.

1949 3R 50 AR L e HER R OB ERIA So. Yo. To. OWIRBEBETH B/ 5F 27 v 7ld, = a4
DA - 7o 4AkZE So. Yo. To. RNC L Ui BT ROFAEMB EFZH L 72 (2003FE2A 19HDO S 55 a
Ty FEDEEAL VI Ea—), =34 (1925-2001) DERAFFEBROEIICO> VT [= 3 5i3ite, K
REEICBILE b O BFEORBEREE L1, ¥ v¥ — M RFEOFEFEHIEML, ZOL5E4IEO S <+ — +
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