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The Impact and Ripples of the Cultural Revolution in Japan.
(the second part)

Kimihiko Baba

The Cultural Revolution (1966-1976) gave rise to huge controversies in Japan, animated Japa-
nese critical circles to publish a lot of articles and invited fierce debates from various viewpoints and
angles. In this paper, the author attempts a quantitative and discourse analysis on articles on China
and Chinese related issues that appeared in the fifteen Japanese monthly journals published for the
period from 1965 to 1972. According to the author’s chronological observation, the first peak of
publications since 1945 occurred in the years 1966 and 1967, when the total number of articles on
China and Chinese related issues increased considerably compared to previous years. In 1945-1972,
when diplomatic relations between Japan and China were not yet normalized, circuits of information
and cognizance were still small, single-tracked and one-sided. The circuits of information flow from
China to Japan were smaller than those from Japan to China and feedback from China to Japan was
extremely limited. During this period, the dimensions of the information flows were thus quite
unsymmetrical between China and Japan. Furthermore, information from China to Japan was often
very lopsided and tended to consist of criticism against Japanese militarism, the US-Japan Mutual
Cooperation and Security Treaty. While critical circles on China and Chinese related issues were well
established in Japan, the situation in China was completely the opposite: there was still little room to
produce a space of discourse in China. As a result, in regards to the Cultural Revolution, some
deviation occurred between the actual progress of the Revolution in China and progress in the
discourse space on the Revolution in Japan, from which a peculiar development of the Cultural
Revolution would take place in Japan domestically. The title of this paper, 'The Cultural Revolution
in Japan, precisely demonstrates that the author’s specific concern is in tracing the peculiar develop-
ment of the Cultural Revolution in Japan, examining how the Revolution was introduced by the
Japanese critical circles and what sorts of themes particularly were debated there. Among the critical
circles in Japan, who in particular argued for the Cultural Revolution, on which aspects, and in what
sorts of contexts? Why did the Cultural Revolution have such a huge impact on the Japanese critical
circles? What sorts of variations were visible in Japanese arguments on the Cultural Revolution? How
and in which direction were those arguments influenced and oriented by the characters of the
journals and also by the background of each author? Also, what legacies, influences and trauma have
the Cultural Revolution left on postwar Japanese intellectual history? In the first part of this paper,
the author argues the impact on the public press sphere in Japan of the outbreak of the Cultural
Revolution and the appearance of the Red Guard Movement during 1966-1968. The second part deals
with ripples from the Revolution impacting both the Japanese student movement and the leftist
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movement, and also the influences on debates regarding the rapprochement between Japan and China
during 1969-1972. Through a quantitative and discourse analysis on journal articles, the author is
able to verify the impact and the ripples of Cultural Revolution on Japan, as subject of both the

intellectual history and history of social movements in Japan' postwar period.
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