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Marx's Das Kapital and Pinball, 1973
— A link between Marx, Kajii and Murakami —

SHIODA Tsutomu

Abstract

This article starts from the notion of Baudrillard's “simulacrum” and traces it back to the Marx's chapters on “commodi-
ties” in Das Kapital and attempts to elucidate some enigmas Murakami's Pinball, 1973 presents.

The hero, “Boku”, of Murakami’s work, speaks himself as if his body were divided into two heterogeneous parts. This
division is due to the immense economic development occurring within a short period of time in the 1960s. Murakami tries to
unify this disintegrated sensibilities by finding an “objective correlative” of a game machine called “Pinball, 1973" employing
this device to illustrate a capitalist mechanism, where concrete life content is rendered abstract and made into homogeneous and
interchangeable units, with new models being constantly produced to discard older commodities, and enormous ingenuity and
capital are invested in projects to invent new models. New models emit a new ‘aura’ and fascinate consumers but, following
“depreciation’, they are abandoned. However, the hero Boku is in love with a specific model of pinball machine and searches for
‘her’ until he sees her in a warehouse where scrapped machines are accumulated, only to find that what he took for her ‘aura’
was nothing but an illusion, and a cheap banal dream. The structure of the enigmatic objective correlative can be explained fairly
clearly by comparing Murakami's description of the pinball machine and Marx's chapters on “commodities”, in particular, “The
Fetishism of Commodities and the Secret Thereof” in Das Kapital.
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