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Searching for Care: International Retirement Migration and
Medical Tourism in Malaysia among Elderly Japanese

Mayumi Ono

This paper explores the emerging transnational mobility among Japanese elders seeking care and
the commoditization of care for guest consumer-patients in Malaysia. Elderly care, as well as medical
care, has been given ‘domestically’ within the nation-state of modern societies. Care, however, has been
in transition and has become a transnational object of commoditization for the industry and the target of
consumption for individuals in the domain of global trade. Since the late 1990s, Japanese international
retirement migration to Southeast Asian countries where retirement programs for foreign retirees are
available, such as in Malaysia, Thailand, Philippines, and Indonesia, has been increasing. The government
of Malaysia, the country which has been recognized as the most desirable destination among the Japa-
nese, has implemented tourism policies, the “Malaysia My Second Home Programme” (MM2H) and
others that focus on medical tourism, to attract affluent foreign retirees in order to stimulate the econo-
my. Although Japanese international retirement migration is mostly conducted by healthy retirees
around sixty years of age, it consequently has created a new stream of people leaving Japan to seek elderly
care. This paper argues that the flow of Japanese retirement migrants generates a transnational mobility
for care and therefore facilitates the Malaysian healthcare industry’s catering for foreign retirees.
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FEEANOEBEEEOME L 6 DAERTZ7 7 « F=— > Oifiaiid, ¥ 7ORITTHHEH - &
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Bl b b RCICHR Lo [ry 227 A W, 2009: 10-11],

EPA OKIFEIC & o> THARDZ T ANEBIH LA Y FRX o774 VY b OAEHEL - ML
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L BROZO ANEH S TR IET @1 ¢ L CoBEE L BEUIHEE 020 AND T 7 3 ik
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YIEBVTH, bry PCENRS <y Y UDERAERE L LT7 4 ) ¥ YBINEDCR O~ v
2 e AT 4 vy — ) X A OMEFB OB E TN I NZ . WEERN, SEPEEEEOMER ¢ 75
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Hiiz ML J (healing) ¥\ - 7o B ATIIMME 2 5 2 T 2,

TOHOGEHE LT, EEBDE, A T4 vy — ) 8 eEn G, ERIEEERHC - <
1B (medical care) # RO IZEEZOEEBIITH 5, EHED 2 10 —rufb [cf. EEF 2009] (2w, T
7 YV 7HETIEX T4 Ay — ) X LPBZRICER L T 225, 199780 7 ¥ 7 hlfakk ok
FEBLER ¢ L CHRISHNCBALG S 7z [Chee, 2007] FRIC, Y Y IR — ¥ 2413, W7 V7 DX
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35, HRONMHEMER LI TT 4 Y EITKREL, [EAAZDT 7 EFAA—DNMH#IC & - THILANE
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DRICA LN DG, 7 4 U ¥ VIBRIRT A FET 2 HEGEIKE Ok FEZ 0 ANBERE, Bincs»T
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1601

D&, By T RATADERIAES Wi 7 Y 7B 2 580%E - EMMAEEHENCES &
G ENEOREBEOr 7 ORI, BMITAEEL T0 3 I —HOANLD T 7 O=— X B LY A
/MBI e Y 2 2O EBOEERZ 0, S bz, ITRINRERHER A~ O KB 2 AR v & 9ig,
FKEIT @ 0 =2 BT O AR 72 2 BIRE, FANFEBIC BV TIRAIIRIBL TV X v R &
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YURR— Rz A BRI, v U—Y TEUIFH 1997 ELIEX 74 vy =Y X LICE T LT
2 LU=y 7 ORBFERIBIC LY, HREEO L2 SRR 220 2 BEDSHINL 7243, BRlfaric
& o TIHBB DS E U RIENERE D & VDR~ ¢ BED RN I, A2 5 DREEZITANS T
T, fElRRYEZ 3 2 e pHVTH o 72 [Chee, 2007], < L — ¥ 7 RENHEEEHZ (Association of
Private Hospitals of Malaysia) " & M2 i@ 3 2 [Eili7- H13, 20 & 5 #BUFOfERHCIE-> T, <
L — ¥ PR R BDEE ¢ T X 7 4 Hovy — ) X 4 OMEERE ¢ 2 AN O 7D OUEE R T T S
oo = U— ¥ TR, 20094E7 H3HIZAIV RS X F 4 Fovy — ) XA ORF EETEI 2 HE
B Y L Te v —y 7~ 27 THA Tz (Malaysia Healthcare Travel Council, #§F#iMHTC) %
BALL, AT 4 vy —1 2 LOFERY 75 2 35 ORBHEBEONHREZ ML Tv 3 o,

QU= Y TICMAT ANEANEFL, -1 ¥ Fx v 7213 U ¥ T 3 ERUKED R T EEE 2
b OHEE S EHE O BEWEME LS o, DI IEERER ONE T R OERER E, &
JE 7R PR ¢ i 2 Y 1A A HNY LT a7, Ly LIEETIE, -2 5 Y 7Rk
b DRI & Hfeda 7 RERZ e EREIL Tl & 32 2 &<, (2001459 A 11 HOFIREZFE 5 1 LIE)
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BHEE 2T M, Zr 20 THEBBDESPECYICH» U GRI T, 2T AN, SEANE
G O EBRR OB 2 CRFRESIEHTH 5 % 21z, BROEGEZA 24 ve=—X12h-> T
Kb FH OfBE % 520 U 7B 2 1F 2 ¢ THREU & & CRERBED —#IIENT % 2 € 25AHE8 0%
ERL, WRENICHIZEZOFRZ OV — e 22175 HBERET 272, wbid Ekiogbit] »
HoNbo AT 4 HY— ) XLGHATETIRIEEY — ) X AR EEBDEL RS W2 BE0£ L, &
Wi TERE, BUOIERE CHIMRIT R A O B & S ISERIKIZ R O 0, X i 2, kb (hospital) &
w7 v (hotel), MTFAEZY 74 (hospitality) 139 XTC, FElizicr ¥ [BAOREE] & HE
¥ 9277 vihospes DIEAFIET MM 2, FREV, BEEBT L] 2 wH EKELDOT 7 Vil
hospitalis 2> HIRAEL 72 SLETH 2 [IRER 2004: 94-95], Z 1 AN OIREHZ, ok & OB 2 (5
LIGREHiTIchc ), BEXEA=HEEL L CHZ 20D DL LY — e 2 2L T2 0T
Hb, i, BMRITEMZ IO & 5 L REWRRE € HLFETx 74 2wy — Y X L OfmHRES < — 7
T4 YRITV, AT 4 Ay =Y XATGBEAKO—HEH-T w3, &7, <L —Y 7BYEEIE
20094E1C 2 7 Sy T VTR S MR EEANVZ T 7 RZEREREBICA T4 ANVY =Y ZLDOHA K
7' 2 Td % “Patients Beyond Borders DE#H Y a7 « vy Ky #H&, <L — 7hi (The Ma-
laysia Edition) OFEFe L HbE L 72 3 512, FIL  2009F1CiE< A ¥ X = YV — bk » 7 4 (Mines
Resort City) #5, {EEESWT O % M 2 7o PRAEED 12 o OEFE - Mahia 2 ek L, v 7 B e
B RS 22 o8y r— V2Rt LT 3,

2L — Y 7 AEMT 2 AENEES B EE, ROBRBRBESZ, 27, L —v 7 OERME
HRIEIZ b B D b b, ~vAY— Y X 41d7 7 K v 7 O Nineth Malaysia Plan (2006 4~
2010 ICbERPH Y, v —y7ORMERYHEBICECTERERE Y 2 - LTT7 7> Rk
T2IEDERESNTELD, <L —Y T7BIFOFEER LI TH10R< L — ¥ 7EFH 2011~20154F ]
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