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Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Policies in Thailand
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Thailand has been suffered yearly from several natural disasters, such as floods, landslides, droughts,
and so on. In 2004, south part of Thailand was hit by Great Indian Ocean Tsunami and had many vic-
tims. Floods attacked nation-widely in 2011 caused human losses and brought serious economic damag-
es to Thailand. This paper focuses on not only legal framework but also the policies on disaster preven-
tion, mitigation and implementation applied to actual situation causted by disasters in Thailand.

“Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Act 2007" which is a legal framework on disaster management
in Thailand, is formulated and is implemented mainly by Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitiga-
tion (DDPM), the Ministry of Interior. So far, a few plans for disaster management were made by
DDPM. However, this disaster management system did not work effectively and promptly to the manage-
ment for the flood in 2011. It is clear that it was caused by lack of integrated law on water resources man-
aged by various institutions of the government as well as by absence of integrated system of countermea-
sures on floods. Also, this is pointed out through evaluations from viewpoints of international framework
on disaster management by Hyogo Framework Action (HFA) and UNDP. According to those evalua-
tions, the disaster management system in Thailand has problems to be improved in several aspects. It is
essential to formulate integrated legal system and policies on disaster management, while there are some
interesting means which may contribute to effective implementation of the disaster management policy,
such as the community based disaster prevention and mitigation activities.
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