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When Herod lived, that now is done to death,
Oft have I wished that I from him were free;
Oft have I wished that he might lose his breath;
Oft have I wished his carcass dead to see.
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But now his death to memory doth call
The tender love that he to Mariam bare,
And mine to him.
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I will not to his love be reconciled,
With solemn vows I have forsworn his bed.
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‘Tis not enough for one that is a wife
To keep her spotless from an act of ill,
But from suspicion she should free her life,

And bare herself of power as well as will.
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But ‘tis thank-worthy, if she will not take
All lawful liberties for honour’s sake.
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Had I but with humility been graced,

As well as fair, I might have proved me wise.
But I did think because I knew me chaste,
One virtue for a woman might suffice.

That mind, for glory of our sex might stand,
Wherein humility and chastity

Doth march with equal paces hand in hand.
But one, if single seen, who setteth by?

And I had singly one; but ‘tis my joy
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That I was ever innocent, though sour,
And therefore can they but my life destroy,
My soul is free from adversary’s power.
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I had but one inestimable jewel,
Yet one I had, no monarch had the like;
And therefore may I curse myself as cruel,
‘T'was broken by a blow myself did strike.
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Why now methinks the love I bore him then,
When virgin freedom left me unrestrained,
Doth to my heart begin to creep again;
My passion now is far from being feigned.
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