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A Study of the Ruihyo Compendium in the Imperial Household archives:

The appearance of indexes in the late early modern period and it intellcial background

Kei UMEDA

I conducted a thorough investigation of the text titled Ruikyo, an index compendium housed in the Imperial
Household Archives. Ruihyo is a genre of text that made it possible to search the content of a given work by page
number. It is also a text that shows us something about contemporary practices of textual research.

This particular ruihyo is composed mostly of (1) a smaller ruihyo collection planned by the late Edo nativist
scholar (kokugakusha) Kurokawa Harumura SJI[E4F, and (2) books belonging to his sponsor, Hori Naotada
B #%. 1 discovered that this ruihyo in its current shape is made up of texts that circulated among a number of

nativist scholars associated with these two.
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