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This paper is inspired by the “strategic essentialism” of Gayatri Spivak, and
seeks to construct an “Okinawan Women’s Studies” as a temporal topos (in
the Aristotelian sense) that will enable Okinawan women to put aside local
differences and forge a sense of collective identity in order to oppose colonial
modernity.

“Colonial modernity” is a key term used by Tani Barlow in her Formation
of Colonial Modernity in East Asia, 1997, to express the complex framework
of the post-colonial world of East Asian countries such as China, Korea, and
Taiwan; and, at the same time, to break the binary opposition of
colonizer/colonized and subject/object.

Okinawa is also under colonial modernity, and this has led to a women’s
movement against the oppressive situation, such as sexual violence
perpetrated by soldiers of the United States Marine Corps. The movement is
led by a group of women who participated in the 1985 Nairobi International
Women’s Convention and is strongly influenced by feminism. In 1985, the
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group started an annual women’s festival named the “Unai festival.” “Unai”
means “sister” in the Ryukyuan-Okinawan language and in folklore and myth
connotes a guardian deity for a woman’s brothers. Here is a union of
feminism and the indigenous faith in “Unai.”

I argue that Okinawan feminism, cherishing this “Unai” concept, should be
called “Unaiism”; and that this movement can support an “Okinawan

Women’s Studies” in confronting colonial modernity.
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