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His mother approved of his conduct, and offered to help, but this
frightened him. He tremblingly ventured to say that if she would
retire from the town he should feel better and safer, and could hold
his head higher — and was going on to make an argument, but she
interrupted and surprised him pleasantly by saying she was ready;
it didn't make any difference to her where she stayed, so that she

got her share of the pension regularly. (54)
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With all her splendid common sense and practical everyday ability,
Roxy was a doting fool of a mother. She was this toward her
child—and she was also more than this: by the fiction created by
herself, he was become her master; the necessity of recognizing

this relation outwardly and of perfecting herself in the forms



required to express the recognition, had moved her to such
diligence and faithfulness in practicing these forms that this

exercise soon concreted itself into habit; + + * (55-56)

LAl oS EINAICHLTHEOMED LF 7286 % xR
THEFICHMEoTIEVE VY, B7 Y —0 ORI, Tk H S
WKHEHLTWwAL, PaZEBLETDEBOMRAEZIEELTL
FHEFEDHERLTVDDT,

07 y—id, PAZEAELTHEI ZLICEY, KRG TD
BETOWMER=—V AT T4 Y TOERBEANWICT B &) iz
H252RBILTwa, HLIZTCHRKIE, HBIMIC, BF%2E
ANELTHS. ZLTEDOI LX), BlELEMOBER 2B
L. &0 Tchap@ERE LTbhbsZ &%, FM»S B
WZTARLRLEIRLTVE, T2, HHOLONT, v v
— I L WEROBRE AL THLL TWDE, T2 TRHRETREIE
0s Y —OWNNTITbRTWAHEICKELE 7#%@@&#\%
LORHHNEIZF 225 EANTLEI L) ETH D, 2F D
0ry—id, PAEHERELTEY) LIFAZ LT, HHOHIZ b
AeHNETLEEONZRLZ WV, BHELTCORENEZZERD I
LTWwWBD7E,

07y —OBM BN NLICRITTRER o—42%KE) T
ERVEBRICAEZTLEIREOREIEZAL TS, EW0IHDDH,
LLL PADPWFHOFTOETE TGS, RIZEARPHEAZILL,
BRAORTICFNTFIZRIESNL E W) ZEHEEEZADEIN o
b Thbo HEPICIGEEO H5E, THFEN»OIEF 252D
bDODTH5B, LML, PrANBzoNTF = N—=X1d, #F
DEIAHENEEZLI R, PALIEINEN R RERA 4%
KoTWBEINICHZSE, ZLT, 2 LEMBHARZADORKD
TRZBWRELZON, 02 v —0ERELTODORNIERE > 72075,

ZIHL7us =D EIIOWTESIZHM LTV E, 22
oo L afliiizs LTe b2 e TE b, 0l



Mark Twain O The Tragedy of Pudd nhead Wilson \2B\F 57 7Y =7 % v

Vo MEoHCHOLHEIMEIZ. PANINTTFIZMGE LTELN
TLEIOVERLEERLTCLESZFNL W, EWIHITEXDOE
BICICHNATWSE, B2 y—id, F2DFLRIZODVWTHRD L9
ICEEWT WA,

She paused awhile, thinking; then she burst into wild sobbing
again, and turned away, saying, ‘Oh, I got to kill my chile, dey
ain’t no yuther way,—killin’him wouldn't save de chile fum goin’
down de river. Oh, I got to do it, yo'po' mammy's got to kill you to

save you, honey + - (17)
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Roxana poured out endearments upon him, to which he responded
uncomfortably, but as well as he could. And she tried to comfort
him, but that was not possible. These intimacies quickly became
horrible to him, and within the hour he began to try to get up
courage enough to tell her so, and require that they be discontinued
or very considerably modified. But he was afraid of her; and
besides, there came a lull now, for she had begun to think. She was
trying to invent a saving plan. Finally she started up, and said she
had found a way out. Tom was almost suffocated by the joy of this
sudden good news. (101-102)
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He brought home with him a suit of clothes of such exquisite style
and cut in fashion—Eastern fashion, city fashion—that it filled
everybody with anguish and was regarded as a peculiarly wanton
affront. He enjoyed the feeling which he was exciting, and paraded
the town serene and happy all day; but the young fellows set a
tailor to work that night, and when Tom started out on his parade
next morning, he found the old deformed Negro bell ringer
straddling along in his wake tricked out in a flamboyant curtain-
calico exaggeration of his finery, and imitating his fancy Eastern

graces as well as he could. (30)
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Here, Roxy becomes a kind of black female Christ who redeems
and ransoms her child with her own life, again saving him by
switching him this time with herself as both instigator and object of
the exchange. Im both speeches, Twain poses the helpless situation
of the children as the situation of humanity generally, and he offers
in this satire of miscegenation and American racial attitudes the
very real message that each person, whether black or white,

depends upon the other person for life, liberty, and even spiritual



salvation. (Fulton 124)
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“What could you do? You could be Judas to yo own mother to save
yo' wuthless hide! Would anybody b'lieve it? No—a dog couldn't!
You is de lowdownest orneriest hound dat was ever pup'd into dis

worl’ —en I's 'sponsible for it!"— and she spat on him. (114)
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Roxana's authoring of fictional identities is strikingly like the
process of composition outlined in Twain's preface to Those
Extraordinary Twins. Like his story of the freak (or freaks), the
“fiction created herself” proferates beyond her authorial control,
creating unintended selves and scenarios and, finally, making the
“fictional” —the “mock,” the “imitation,” the “counterfeit’ —into
the “real.” (Gillman 74)
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