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Strategy in Dry Asia / Thought of Wet Asia:
An Explanation of the Contrast between West and East Asia
based on the Modes of Pottery Production

Masanori Saito

Abstract

Potters in Dry Asia often throw the vessel onto the potter’s wheel. There are two basic types of
potter's wheel: 1) a hand wheel with single disk and one bearing and 2) a kick wheel with double disks
and two bearings. By utilizing the potter's wheel, a large quantity of standardized pottery is effectively
formed in a short time. In Wet Asia, on the other hand, the vessels are formed by hand one by one. Pot-
ters beat the vessel on the exterior with a small wooden beater or paddle, putting a round stone or
special fired clay tool on the interior of the vessel. This forming method called “Paddle and Anvil tech-
nique” predominates in Wet Asia.

As for the firing technique, an updraft Kkiln, in which a firing chamber is arranged just above a fire-
box, has been used for a long time in Dry Asia. Because fuel and pottery are isolated, the black spot is
prevented from adhering to the surface of the vessel. It is often observed that each potter builds and
operates a small kiln for his exclusive use. On the other hand, pottery in Wet Asia used to be fired by
open firing method, which may be improved by “covered open firing”, by covering the fuel and vessels
with a layer of flame retardant material such as wet grass, straw, ash, rice hull or mud. Black spot is
often attached on the vessel by this firing method, because the fuel comes into contact with the pottery.
In addition, open firing can be easily enlarged to accommodates a large number of vessels, since there is
no limitation on size. Some potters get together, each bringing their pottery, and carry out the firing in a
group.

Why does such a contrast between Dry and Wet Asia occur? In Dry Asia, the geographically open
environment has promoted active trading, resulting in a need for severe negotiations with others. In such
a situation, effective mass production and financial independence should be strategically chosen. As
opposed to Dry Asia, Wet Asia is geographically closed, and the community forms a lone “microcosm” of
self-sufficiency. The cooperation with other residents of the same “microcosm” is extremely respected.
And then, the financial independence of the potters would not be so strongly pursued. A tradition of
esteemed collaboration in the modes of pottery production is firmly maintained as a result, and promotes
the consideration of others in Wet Asia.



