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ABSTRACT

Reality of Students in Alternative School Who Have

Experienced School Non-Attendance

Toshiya HITRAGIZAWA

The purpose of this study is to examine why students who have experienced school non-attendance
prefer to go to alternative school (Challenge School). Data collected through interviews and participato-
ry observation resulted in the following findings.

Firstly, students recognize it is easier for students to go to an alternative school in spite of their own
experiences of school non-attendance. Secondly, students want to become ordinary. According to this
study, the “ordinary” has two definitions. One is “going to school”. The other is “going to ordinary high
school”. Alternative schools allow students to become regularized students because alternative schools
are a space outside the typical education pathway. However, students can’t always have experiences of an

“ordinary” school life through an alternative school.



