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Social Changes in a Fifty-year Cycle in the
Modern World History and the State of Japan

Toshihiro Iwata

The French Revolution in 1789 opened the door to the modern society in the world history. After
that, the world history put the past ages on record as a periodic cycle of 50 years. The long cyclical waves
appeared five times in the modern history. This essay deals with them from four points of view: i) indus-
trial revolutions, i) booms and slumps in the world stock market, iii) the political revolution, and iv) the
change of hegemony in the world. Economic changes always define the basic course of history and lay the
foundation of historical changes in other spheres, such as politics and education. In the result, five waves
have shown the dynamical changes of world history. Now we are getting to the valley of the fifth wave
around 2040. We should experience a new economic crisis or war and natural disasters. They are histori-
cal necessities.
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