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Continuing Japanese Myth on “Benguet Migrants” in the Philippines:
Colonial City, Migrants, WWII, and A Hidden Dispute

Shinzo Hayase

In this article, I will introduce the monuments of the “Benguet migrants” who engaged in road con-
struction to “summer capital” Baguio in 1903-05, and then introduce the war monuments in Baguio
which became one of the fierce battlegrounds of the Japan-US war in 1945. Taking into consideration
that Baguio was built as an American colonial city, I will discuss the differences in historical recognition
between Japanese Filipinos and the other Filipinos with reference to monuments and museum exhibi-
tions.

The Japanese stressed the contribution of Japanese workers on the road, but generally speaking, Fili-
pinos and Americans worked together to complete the construction, contributed to the local community,
and were also appreciated by the Filipinos such as indigenous people.

Japanese Filipinos in Baguio are connected to the Baguio local community and the Philippine state
in the context of today’s world, regional, national and local societies. It is necessary to consider how they
can contribute to the local community and the state by connecting with mainland Japan. Their history
and culture should be incorporated into the common understanding of the local community and the
state as an important element.
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MEMORIAL MARKER
(RE-DEDICATION)

IN MEMORY OF THE 2,300 JAPANESE IMMIGRANT WORKERS MANY OF WHOM MET
DEATH BY ACCIDENT OR BY SICKNESS DURING THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE KEN-
NON ROAD, WHICH THEY HELPED BUILD.

THIS TABLET SERVES AS A GRATEFUL RECOGNITION OF THEIR VALUABLE CONTRI-
BUTION IN BUILDING A HIGHWAY LINKING THE CITY OF BAGUIO AND THE CORDIL-
LERA TO THE REST OF THE COUNTRY AND AS A TOKEN OF APPRECIATION FOR
THEIR EFFORTS, SACRIFICES AND DETERMINATION IN THE CONCRETE REALIZA-
TION OF THIS VITAL HIGHWAY.

THIS MARKER IS BEING RE-DEDICATED ON THE OCCASION OF THE 100™ ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ENTRY OF THE FIRST JAPANESE WORKERS IN THE CONSTRUCTION
OF KENNON ROAD.

FEBRUARY 20, 2003
FILIPINO-JAPANESE FOUNDATION OF NORTHERN LUZON, INC.
CARLOS B. TERAOKA

Chairman

ALEJANDRO O. PACSI LEOPOLDO S. ESCANO
Vice Chairman Executive Director

MARIE DOLORES T. ESCANO HILDA Y.D. TADAOAN
Corp. Treasurer Corp. Secretary

TERUKO OUCHI FELIZARDO R. TANABE
Liaison Officer Trustee

FE E. ESPIRITU TAKASHI OUCHI
Trustee Trustee

HIROYUKI ASANO MASAHIRO OKUDA

Trustee Trustee
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TEIICHI C.P. KATO JUAN DAVID NAGAOKA
Member Member

JULIETA D. LOCANO DOROTHY KILEY
Member Member
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KENNON ROAD VIEWING PAVILION
A MEMORIAL TO THE
AMERICAN, FILIPINO AND JAPANESE WORKERS
WHO HELPED BUILD AND FINISH THIS FAMOUS HIGHWAY
A project of
FILIPINO-JAPANESE FOUNDATION OF NORTHERN LUZON, INC.
BAGUIO CITY, PHILIPPINES
INAUGURATED AND DEDICATED NOVEMBER 18, 1989

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OSEO C. HAMADA
CHAIRMAN
CARLOS B. TERAOKA HILDA D. TADAOAN
VICE-CHAIRMAN SECRETARY
MARIE DOLORES T. ESCANO ALEJANDRO O. PACSI
TREASRER TRUSTEE
TAKASHI OUCHI SHIRO SAITO
TRUSTEE TRUSTEE
TUMOO KUBO FELIZARDO R. TANABE
TRUSTEE TRUSTEE
SISTER THERESIA UNNO
FOUNDER AND ADVISER
RICARDO CALINGAN TERUKO OUCHI
LIASON OFFICER FOR LIAISON OFFICER FOR

BAGUIO JAPAN
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THIS PLAQUE WAS FIRST DEDICATED ON THE OCCASION OF THE GOLDEN ANNI-
VERSARY OF BAGUIO IN 1959. IT IS BEING RESTORED ON THE OCCASION OF THE
80TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE START OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF KENNON ROAD.

D%, 195940 50 FELZIEL TRINCOL bl 2 e hs, HERICRE SN 1983 FED&
Tz, 2F0 LS ICHIBRSNI-DTH 5,

MEMORIAL MARKER
IN MEMORY OF THE 2,300 JAPANESE IMMIGRANT WORKERS MANY OF WHOM MET
DEATH BY ACCIDENT OR BY SICKNESS DURING THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE KEN-
NON ROAD IN 1904 WHICH THEY HELPED BUILD.
MAY THIS TABLET SERVE AS A GRATEFUL RECOGNITION OF THEIR VALUABLE
CONTRIBUTION TO THE OPENING OF THE CITY OF BAGUIO, AND AS A TOKEN OF
APPRECIATION FOR THEIR EFFORTS, SACRIFICES AND DETERMINATION IN THE
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CONCRETE REALIZATION OF THIS VITAL HIGHWAY.
THIS MARKER IS DEDICATED ON THE OCCASION OF THE 80TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE START OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF KENNON ROAD.
FEBRUARY 20, 1983
ERNESTO H. BUENO
BRIG. GEN. AFP (RET)
CITY MAYOR

BAGUIO

SANGGUNIANG PANGLUNSOD NG BAGUIO
ANTONIO S. ROMERO JAIME R. BUGNOSEN GADDENCIO N. FLORESCA
VICE MAYOR KAGAWAD KAGAWAD

LIR854, CITY TREASURER, CITY AUDITOR, CITY ENGINEER D44 Hi]
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MEMORIAL PLAQUE
IN MEMORY OF THE 2,300 JAPANESE, MOST OF WHOM DIED, EITHER IN ACCIDENTS
OR BY SICKNESS, IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE KENNON ROAD IN 1904.
MAY THIS TABLET SERVE AS RECOGNITION OF THEIR VALUABLE CONTRIBUTION TO
THE GROWTH OF THE CITY OF BAGUIO AND AS A SYMBOL OF THEIR SACRIFICE,
BROTHERHOOD AND FRUITFUL COOPERATION.
ALFONSO TABORA,
Mayor,
City of Baguio
Baguio Golden Anniversary

September 1, 1959
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FMEHHFRD (1962 4F 11 H 8 HA T T, 1959 FEDFLERICOWT, DFD L HITHMLE TV 3,
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[ 1989: 238-42] TR TWV 3, 74 VEVIZ 19519 ASHDY > 7 5 v ¥ 2 aRtAiE
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s g, 734512 Hic<ov a ARSI R Tt S e, 1959 44, 7 14 ) ¥y O HIK
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198342 420 H (H) o [0 YEEHANT &G A 80 FFHHIZ 7w 25 4 (Memorial
Program of the 80th Anniversary Celebration of the Entry of Japanese Workers in the Construction of
the Kennon Road) | 13, 9 I 30 772> & ¥ 74 7[R QM5 (Zigzag Prospect Point) TH Z75HH, 7 4
Yy, HAMEOEBICIZT 9, BUEKE, ~> 7y MR, ANFAHRSRA OISR
TRD oI, BT, LeBRTERZTNO PO - ¥ 7=y ZIEBICB L, BRE%, &7
Trid (Prince Takeda) IZ & 2 A WA —FHH Y, ZOBRNFFOREL Y R, HARDERKEHZED
AL B bz, AARTETHEH, 74 YE¥Y + 77— A P THIA DN [FJFANL
19831,

1983 FORLEAMIC H D TRITS NIRRT O H\ S o3, [HEERoMibicn 2 Tk -
B ORI N T3] C ko vieErs vz, 1992 FICiig i 7 ¥ 7 1o HRIHA
AR ¢ L CAITIS h, 96 ol et T ORI 3, HRARMBIHEE, Mz
CH LR O & i HR Y H T 223, BER100 FFECSWLT, 200312 H»6 13 H
FC MBRIMK 10 11HoskB) Ll c, 20H3 0 THAAND ME#ke %Yt %,
DED &I KD T2,

e vy v EH R E] 1401 (1983 4E] IC/EK L 7t B R\ T AR D &
WEOIUCH, HILHETHIIC R 2 TEER - ) 0BRSS hTwv 2, THARNT ##
FERTERE I 2 Elk 2 L7z ) CURFOBEEAAKRM) V TEEEN 2 EEEHR0—By LTE
AR 2B 7] (vova 2 KiE) V7 DG~ O EHEE 3R LTRSS oo 7o) (H
W EVER D30 o

TL— MIANIDBAEN TN D s, [F7530], [2F_] LI, ik - i
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mrolz) CHFNAERBEOF, Z20omI 3 NcidA LTHES 2 Z e miv b/ THARA
DT | OB EERYL LT3,

HR74VEYACDOCTUL, 1972 FE2 0 FFITEA, 8912 H31 HICTL 2 2 TRAL
foY 2 e =il C e E M OHES K S v, HIROKHIEEOMC2» THRATH 2 28 RS
BINERL ol N e RO Y o hiitds, 197346 H 2 Hicdbovy v HLH KRS %
FEE S E7 (1983 4 6 H 2 H¥ 5% Filipino-Japanese Friendship Association of Northern Luzon, Inc.:
FJFANLD, 1987 49 H 23 HicHB 2L, Jbvy YRS iz Lz, JE0 1 A2 A
IO 198911 H18 HIc B T b BE G M TERAE L 72 $4321213 TSISTER THERESIA
UNNOJ FOUNDER AND ADVISER| ¥4 T3, ¥ 2% —IZ, 1974 FFIFPEEHIE, 83 4F
YAy PEERAERG Y 22— FSE 05 [IBEF 2003], 70, B 80 EHFI R H



glamid T=vry PBRI oREh

D 1983 1F2 H 19 HIZ, NFANEEMO—MICRTBEIHR S N,

CORELEC FRIOBHG Y 0 H VI, ~vry NEEEHE 100 4% 50& LT 2005 FICENT S
nicyr s v OMGgsH B, HREICT 4 ) EVEE, AICESE, WY A4 FECAFFHioy Tr
2 [CITY OF BAGUIOJ 19091, filcANFAHEEHR 2 7 7D > 7 L & INATIONAL CORRE-
SPONDENTS CLUB OF BAGUIO]J [PRESS] 3% H, D&FD & 5 RAiHESDH %,

COL. LYMAN W. KENNON
10TH INFANTRY, U.S. ARMY
“BUILDER OF KENNON ROAD”

THIS HISTORIC EDIFICE IS A LABOR OF LOVE DEDICATED TO COL. LYMAN W. KEN-
NON OF RHODE ISLAND, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ACCLAIMED “BUILDER OF
KENNON ROAD,” ONE OF THE BEST AND GREATLY ADMIRED MOUNTAIN HIGHWAYS
IN THE WORLD TODAY. IT IS A TRIBUTE TO HIS EXEMPLARY LEADERSHIP, ENGINEER-
ING SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE AND EXCELLENT UNDERSTANDING OF HUMAN NA-
TURE.

LIKEWISE, THE MONUMENT IS A SYMBOL COMMEMORATING THE CENTENNIAL
ANNIVERSARY OBSERVANCE OF THE BENGUET ROAD (1905-2005), LATER RENAMED
KENNON ROAD BY THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT, AFTER ITS BUILDER AND TO AC-
KNOWLEDGE WITH RESPECT AND GRATITUDE THE 4000 MULTI-NATIONAL WORK
FORCE COMPOSED BY AMERICANS, FILIPINOS, JAPANESE, CHINESE, CANADIANS, HA-
WAIIANS, MEXICANS, INDIANS, HINDUS, CHILEANS, PERUVIANS, SPANIARDS, ITAL-
IANS, RUSSIANS, GERMANS, FRENCH, PORTUGUESE, AND SWEDES, AMONG OTHERS.

EQUALLY SIGNIFICANT, THIS MEMORABILIA ALSO EPITOMIZES THE SUSTAINED
AND ENDURING SAGA OF FILIPINO-AMERICAN RELATIONSHIP BUILT ON SHARED
CULTURAL HISTORY, AMITY AND UNDERSTANDING, MUTUAL COOPERATION AND
PARTNERSHIP IN VARIOUS FIELDS OF ENDEAVORS.

IN RETROSPECT, THIS PROJECT WAS CONCEPTUALIZED AND COORDINATED BY
THE NATIONAL CORRESPONDENTS CLUB OF BAGUIO (NCCB). IT CAME TO FRUITION
WITH THE SINCERE AND INVALUABLE SUPPORT FROM A CORE OF CIVIC-MINDED
“BENEFACTORS” NAMELY: BISHOP CARLITO J. CENZON. DIOCESE OF BAGUIO, GOR-
GONIO AND LEONORE CABOT, THOMAS AND MARGARET FLOREK. PAST CITY MAY-
OR VIRGINIA OTEYZA DE GUIA, PHILIP DE CASTORO,... [#%]

INAUGURATED ON JULY 4, 2005, AS A PREMIER EVENT IN THE SUMMER CAPITAL OF
THE PHILIPPINES IN CONNECTION WITH THE ANNUAL NATIONAL CELEBRATION OF
FIL-AM FRIENDSHIP DAY.

INFAEEEYZ 57 6 NDFA > 72 K]
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TR 74 VY ANET XY NHEE, 2OOFICFRZ—HETH > I FV R MGETZ 1 ) &
YN, DTz, ZLOE - HIBOANTE B TRIWR L2, 72X VAE 74 ) EYORE
FARDEAR T, EROML MTHFERSLF VR FEIET7 + YV E Y ADPIL T2, B3 Nicnid,
7 AV AMNEERH HEKEEFH) 07 HAHTH %, HKRKIFIC Y - TUREBEER O 7 HEET
HoT, THBPOD 1903 F0 04 FIFEKRP RS20 7/ VIZHESEHRICE 78y by
Fe 2y —2BEIHMELRL 382 22T, HRICHBL Uio TIRWHBIEL 2L Fl0 3
RYDILRE LIz, ZOKTFDH»N T2,

1EH3, o viEEE, R - #EREE D S &, TR Sl 28 ¥ TR = E & D B
»orotc] ¥, #HISic [Reed 1999 (1976): 88; De los Reyes & De los Reyes eds. 1986: Vol. 2
“introduction” ]y NEFFIIH AT B AN ZEMEDOEE Y — P, HEEEE BN E R
W&o TEBIITER LTc e 7 v 2@ FHili L, ZEOBMICT Tk {, RIES HHFETEIE AN 0%
PRk oo e BB L 7o, 2 e THE T, 46 WEOHEES 2 2 0HEEH LSV, 7 ik
HANOHH 25 T L o 2R TH 28R L7 e idRTw 225, 7o v OFlEET
e vidErnTwisvnl, o MFEEE 33T hynicocibulifisorikoi
rEPNTVD 2 Y=g, H - B EE IO, RIS IBR TR [Reed 1999 (1976):
89-91; Kennon 1906: 3731,

"' [De los Reyes & De los Reyes eds. 1986: Vol. 2] 1213, ASCHS 1 DRI “The Star-Spangled Curtain™ ¥ L 72 13 R— I D= —
IHF D 72\ “introduction” IZFIXE T B0 A3H B, LUF “introduction” ¥ i3 3,
P OZoNH TEE) AR LI R, TS & kT v v 5 idik e LI [Crossette 1999: 229] (X5 S hurz,
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(2) NFAREEMNBERAE]

NF A NE RN, [l e TR SRS, Foiic ITHY DEAD MEN SHALL
LIVE XXVI1J, #EHifiliz TKIERSEAHASHESZ ~FFHARAZ), Elllimc HREKE  FEER
T PEOPE-ET HE CWoni AR 220355, B, WEHEASFYE 26819 [Hi
TZOEEIES ] Lo bOTEIEZEL T2, HPE -KRFOHLHDH 2D, Z DEEZF
n TRIMORY EREOREZ2HM ) Lz ek 2 [T 194241 A 8 H, saisAf]],

BB 5 UM TEZIEE (2019 42 4 F John A. Amtalao i

Z 0%, BAZOREELEAOEDSRIE—HZHDI- v d 25, §kig, NFATYRIEHANE
HUIFEL 2y LT, ERLE ZocBidEish, 740y Aoay 2 ) — Mo »ZE S 1
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THRIY, 1982 FICEENB I Lo IilE THEEL 72 100 H 22 2 MAZEDIZC A CIE T
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H, WREAHZE NI, boCbEHVb DA 1908 FET, 1910 FRDLDH 9 H 555, KFEDD
DIF 1945 T, —FEADELCHICTELS Bo/cb Db Hiud, UL BocHDDrLHRVED L
»Ha 1,

BOBR R e 1o S EA e A E 257 1) T2 &R0 2003 4E 1 H 13 H & [IBEF 2003
4136371,
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EBH6 BT (19834 (2019 4F 4 A John A. Amtalao ##5%)

—NO=Z4 (HIB=NE) BAY L ORMOBEEERE KEONBEE Iy ve—Fo
BRICHT o T —FHIRBATLELCOELLAAANIFED Z00— LT 31805
TICRLUMCREEL R OB T, R INEHESE, NEFFHOFIBICRKCICHBNL 72

o va—RO5ER%E, 740y SHICBEBR Y L CEFEL  EERSICE S, 20
2L T, Bk, BRI C OFENCEE LB, EEER a3 fiit L
FRAARAND, 74V EYOAL eI vl d S, HHFEOEMCDICERL L 7o 2K AUCE
DIEZ, ZORMHPET 27910 2 ORIFERZEN L,

—JU\EFEZH—H

IN MEMORIAM
HERE LIE THE REMAINS OF A FEW PIONEER JAPANESE WHO ENTERED THE PHILIP-
PINES AS IMMIGRANT LABORERS, QUITE A NUMBER OF WHOM WERE SURVIVORS OF
AN INTERNATIONAL LABOR FORCE WHICH TOOK PART IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF
THE KENNON ROAD EARLY IN THIS CENTURY.
OTHER SURVIVORS OF AS MANY AS 1,500 JAPANESE, A THIRD OF WHOM WERE CA-

SUALTIES IN THE ROAD PROJECT, SETTLED ELSEWHERE IN THE PHILIPPINES AND
PROSPERED.
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IT IS IN COMMEMORATION OF THE HUMBLE EFFORTS OF THE GROUP IN THIS
COUNTRY THAT MEMORIAL IS INSCRIBED.
BAGUIO CITY, PHILIPPINES, FEBRUARY 19, 1983.

S, CHNETHTIL LI WCHBEORBRLIECEEDIE-> 3 H L ehrs, BIRNLE
FATEDP 2T I DI, AARAFEE LI E > THEL 2 22, HARANRZFIC & > THOFHEIC
RKOVICHBAL 722 W) £ BERBBI.3D LR, BFETHOTwE I Ic—H®EeH- 7o, 13
PONCC X BICHBKLIZ YWD &5, HGBoELEE#E S T3 & 5 2RBUTLIZIE I 50w,
HAGEXDOZD (74 Vv AL eI wpricdEs, WEomuhicwe»IcEJ kL 72 22,
P30, AARGEX C JSLTNADTE ) O, HEBOREEEEROWTIC 7 2, ¥ L cTifitthost
NOMER OV CIFTIC H 2 WEEHNE, FH ISR A E (, BICihS 5w dicgEikR
FVEEZLND,

30 TH) ORTOREPAFAEETH 708 BFEZLTH, NEFIEELIZHAAAND
131907 21 150 ALARIC8 D, Ry 2y FEERBIBRICAF I CE s tHARANE 2T CZ L
Bholzl ¥bw 2, 20K, NEFOKRTAODBEZ 205, Szt LT3HP714 )Y
VIR TR LI LD TRIMAFICHE L Ncbr R, HA»OHIIKZEN VT, Z0E»
b, 1905 DR 7y MEOED b 2 DBPSLHMS D o712 2 e D35 D3R %,

£33 AFAEEEARANBZENAL (1903-12 4)

A - WETHH Hinlok HES A HSE 74 ) v aEt
1903 4F 6 [ 30 Hiilds ~vo'— Tk 45 A 45 A 1,215 A\
1904 -7 A 15 Hley <7y BN TART R 750 778 2,096
1905 4E 8 H 17 H#iE  Hith G4 KT 210 629 2,142
1906 4F 11 A 19 HERis  HAth  Fh KT 102 568 2,085
1907 427 A 20 Hiley  HAthsih KT 70 433 2,180
1907 4£ 12 A 31 HEBUE  Hith 34 KT 50 150 1,892
1908 4F 12 A 31 HBIE  NF A KT 170 186 1,919
1909 4F 12 H 31 HBIfE  ANFFAHE KT 260

A 41 323 2,158
1910 fE 12 ] 31 HBIfE  ~¥H KT 152

A 32 242 2,555
19124 12 A 31 HBUE  ~FF LHMNE KT 194

A 38 289 3,654

HBR D VTSR SNSRI RS 7.1.5.4 T MERIASFB ABRSER N TR —1F) 5 DErgssE) 20
(1903 47 [ 3 H) 46-47 £, 26 (1905 4F 5 [ 13 H) 47-48 E, 66 (1905 4F 11 H 18 [)
40-42 1, 7 (1907 42 H 3 H) 34-36 1, 59 (1907 410 H 18 ) 40-43 1, & &I
FHER O Nicow T (54 2012b: 38-43] BIE,

iR LTIREBEOHC LT, 74T - FFTmurvid, 1887FELETho7 4513, KT
CLTI904F 11 AL 055 HE T=IHEAD7+—F <2y FrL—, 054675 06
FeHZTIVEFFEMFEIROY Y R7 v M T8, 074 1 Hh b FF 0BRGN —F 4

Yo e NFEEBICEE L0 Livsy [ 2012b: 23-24]
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ZHFCHE TR Er e 2 e RS RS,

(3) NXA1BYNEE
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L7zHAN, ZLTHRZAVEYAE, CDOIICETOZDIEA D e NFAEYEHOIERD S

HBHIEIT o
S RS TEROSUC D ), 1 BG4 ORI KAEA R S, 2 Binsss ¥
FHOIEBIEIRICE 2T B,

o VEBICOWCTE, GEREENE T 2 O HBE Y SIOBEMERLTHY, LLFOL> %7
XY A OHEEIZH S W BHS I N TV B3, 11904 %Y v v OB CTH 2, HAANZ
SBEE S NHHEEMORYICE»N, BEERESIZ LI DI »H I D,

BE7 ERERE T 2 20 ONFA YR (2019 4 4 5T
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Col. Lyman W. Kennon
the Road Builder
On September 12, 1900, the Philippine Commission appropriated $5,000 Mexican for the purpose
of “making a survey to ascertain the most advantageous route for a railway into the mountains of

Benguet, Island of Luzon, and the probable cost thereof.”

In the commission’s report to the U.S. president, it urged the construction of the Benguet road
“purely on the ground of the value of the Benguet region as a sanitarium and as an advisable site

for the military and political capital of the islands.”

Col. Lyman W. Kennon, of the 10th Infantry, U.S. Army, was placed in charge of the improve-

ments in Benguet Province - Including the Benguet Road construction in June 1903 [.]

Through late 1904 the Benguet Road struggled towards Baguio. When Col. Kennon had inherited
the project, there had been only 173 workmen; he had rapidly increased the work force, recruiting
Japanese, Chinese, Spanish, Igorot, and lowland Filipino laborers, among others -- some 46 nation-

alities in all, making a total of about 4000 men. They spoke thirteen languages, a Babel of tongues.

Dances were held on a Saturday nights, the band going from camp to camp, and often playing on

the road while men were at work.
On 29 January 1905, Col. Kennon drove up the Benguet road to Baguio, in the first vehicle to

make the journey. The road was later named the Kennon Road in his honor.

HRTOAARNICPAL T, V¥ == « A"F—OFEDPIKWERSNTEY, ZhFNUTo
LI RFIHESDH B,

Japanese Bazaar, 19305
The Japanese Bazaar was one ofth earest vaity shops. Afe ne road
opened n 1905, some o he apancss rad wokers. many of whom were

BE8 Jys8=—X 39— (1930 £ ONF A4 HEHIER) (2019 4F 4 HEEHRY
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Japanese Bazaar, 1930s

The Japanese Bazaar was one of the earliest variety shops. After the road opened in 1905, some of the
Japanese road workers, many of whom were carpenters and farmers, stayed on and married Filipino
(predominantly Benguet Igorot) women. The Japanese migrants provided much of the skilled labor
needed by the newly established township and the mining companies.

Car cruising down Session Road is a Dodge Buick.

(photo by Einosuke Furuya)

JAPANESE BAZAAR of the 1920s. The Bazaar along Session Road carried a general line of
merchandise: a pharmacy, a photo studio and operated a garage.
THE OLD JAPANESE BAZAAR. The Elsa Building now occupies the old site, the Japanese

Bazaar. The new building is now home to Session Delights, formerly known Dainty Restaurant.

Japanese Bazaar

It was built from 1912-1916 by Hideo Hayakawa and was one of the first establishments along
Session Road. It carries a general line of merchandise of the city. It had a pharmacy and a pho-
to-studio and operated garage. It also sold the widest variety of dry goods in Baguio. It was altered
later in 1929.

(Japanese Pioneers in the Northern Philippine Highlands by Patricia Okubo Afable p xxii)

i, AXATHEOALS VALY - THI Ly v avil) OFHESIE, UTDLIICESE
CHARE 2T B,

OLD SESSION ROAD. Among the first stores on Session Road were Japanese Bazaars, Chinese
stores, photo shops, silversmiths, a refreshment parlor and a tailoring shop. Only one side was

lined with small buildings and shops.

VN =2 e W, THEEES ERHSEER)L T, 2F0 L5 NIty A
NREE MR, S5, GEIRE, FrElos e i, g2, BRSSP, BElE
T UTH, e EREE, BRE=—O0/\, BE=0] DR 1940: 5551, 3 TIcBbHH LTEHY,
BIZEE O E)IFHE (1867-1933) 13, ~¥ 7y MEM LHRAFTOH olc v 2 ATRIFETHAMEFD
NefEELTvice s NIcEDbN, BRL] 7205, Z0%<Y=712513HFT, 1907 FioN
FHIK- 72 [H2 1936: 95-96; il 1939],

HERTO NS FAEEAARANDS, ZOEICERINT03ERE LT, HEAZE v BEHARELEZ
Bt - 158 2 ER R WAL, 2004 i T4y PR 100 FHEL&EE [Afable
ed., 2004] DFITSNIZ DD, ZOidEREE, vy VHARED FR— L= TOFD LS
IZHST S LT\ 3 https://www.abong.org.ph/en/Japanese-Pioneers/ (2019 455 A 7 H%), 41k
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CLTHARAN-HR74 VEY AR A ANFF O - 2% X CHELTED, [Reed 1999
(1976)] i A THNFF 2382 AN AMEIC L > T2, [Nory MR BGR I sEIms
2 CHARMOFER 2 MBI T 33, NEM TR S O ZXER ol A o BRI > T 3,
7 XY AOMEFHTH, 72¥ 213 1000 NHiz ) O HARANFE#E OIS 15.58 213 O 97l ¢
s 3 2 v 72 ¢ 15.58% ¢ LT [Afable ed. 2004: 17], 10512152 3 7%, IEMES 2R EDDH
D, 5IH - BRTB2ICHI-> THELPET 3,

In the early years of the 20th century, American government installations in the Philippines were
important work sites for Japanese migrant laborers. In northern Luzon, the most ambitious of
these projects resulted in the creation of Baguio and it's development into the country’s most fa-
mous vacation resort. The building of a highway (the “Benguet Road,” later called the Kennon
Road) to connect this proposed urban center to the Manila railroad employed over a thousand
Japanese men. Upon the completion of the road in 1905, some workers went to live in the Bagu-

io-Benguet region.

These Japanese pioneers joined the Filipinos, Americans, and Chinese who flocked to this high-
land zone in the early 1900s in search of gold, commerce, or wage work. With them, they built
Baguio’s foundations for a northern economic and tourist capital. Among the Japanese were nu-
merous skilled carpenters, masons, and gardeners, as well as merchants and building contractors.
With more arrivals from Japan during the first two decades, they ran the sawmills and construct-
ed the first Western-style residences and government buildings in Baguio. Some opened provision
shops and general stores in the city center. Others started up vegetable farms. They founded a
Japanese Association, established a school, and organized farming cooperatives. In 1920s and
1930s, Japanese retail businesses as well as agricultural, construction, and trucking enterprises

flourished in a prosperous city.

This book describes a vibrant Japanese community that was fully engaged in northern Luzon eco-
nomic, cultural and civic life in the first decades of the 20th century. Because of the great toll on
Filipino life and society in the Second World War, most of the stories here came to be shared only
within small groups of Japanese-Filipinos. Few of their elders, the pioneers’ children, now re-
main. Through oral accounts, archival research, and over 300 previously unpublished line draw-
ings and photographs, this volume retrieves for us a portion of Baguio and Cordillera history that

has come close to being totally forgotten. [Z D35 2'F 7 3HEME L THMI LT 2]

In memory of...

The Japanese workers who came to help build the “Benguet Road,” the first Cordillera highway to
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the world;

The Japanese pioneers who came in peace to build their homes here and bequeath their talents

and genius to the mountain peoples;

The descendants whose stories are recorded in this book; to the mothers who were left behind
when they were forcibly separated from their Japanese husbands; to all children, who suffered the
stigma of being children of Japanese and the poverty that followed the losses of life and property

in wartime;

Sister Theresia Unno, who first arrive in the Cordillera to seek out Japanese descendants, to hear

their stories, and to tell them that they mattered;

Those who first organized the Filipino-Japanese Association in Baguio in 1972, for their dedica-
tion to bringing Filipino-Japanese descendants together with the Japanese people, and their com-

mitment to the education of Filipino-Japanese youth.

They all made this book possible.
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We Serve

THIS MEMORIAL TOWER IS HUMBLY DEDICATED TO THE HUNDREDS OF FILIPI-
NO AND JAPANESE WAR COMRADES WHO FOUGHT DURING WORLD WAR II.

DUE TO THE DESTINY OF HISTORY, THEIR TRANSRACIAL DREAMS VANISHED
WITHOUT A SHADOW AND FELL FOR THE SERVICE OF THEIR NATIVE LANDS.

WE COULD NOT EXPRESS THEIR DEEP SORROWS IN APT WORDS. BUT CAN HEAR
THEIR VOICES DEEP IN OUR HEARTS, WE HOPE THAT THROUGH THEIR VOICES, IT
WILL AWAKEN NEW LIFE FOR THE NATION.

O'BRETHREN BY OFFERING YOUR LAST DROP OF BLOOD FOR LOVE OF COUNTRY:
WHO DEPARTED IN DESOLATION, YOUR SADNESS WILL BE THE SUBLIME IDEAL FOR
THE FOUNDATION OF WORLD PEACE.

FEBRUARY 11, 1973

BAGUIO LIONS CLUB
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CONSTRUCTED FOR THE BAGUIO LIONS CLUB
BY
MR. CIRILO P. PALPAL-LA[]OC
AND
ARCH. FRANCISCO B. DE GUZMAN
PI-GAMMA ASSOCIATES-CONSTRUCTION
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PEACE
DEDICATED IN WORLD PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING
THROUGH [LILILICI]
A JOINT PROJECT OF THE LIONS CLUB OF BAGUIO
AND THE LIONS CLUBS OF JAPAN
MARCH 20, 1973
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REQUIESCANT IN PACE

ON THESE GROUNDS WERE LAID TO REST THE REMAINS OF VICTIMS OF THE CAR-
PET BOMBING OF BAGUIO ON MARCH 15, 1945

ETERNAL REST GRANT TO THEM O LORD, AND LET PERPETUAL LIGHT SHINE
UPON THEM. MAY THEY REST IN PEACE. AMEN.
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Pieta-Malate-1945
In memory of the people of Malate who were killed during the Second World War and the five
Columban priests who stayed with them and died with them.
The compassionate figure of Our Lady of Healing calls the Church to heal our crucified world, to
walk with the poor and the oppressed, and to be the voice of those who cry for justice.
Mary, who inspired the women of Malate, represents the women of all times; women bring life
into the world and most understand the sacredness of life and the insanity of war. With them, we
pledge to work for a world without war where all people will live in that peace which Christ promised.

Nuestra Seiora de los Remedios February 2, 1997
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BHSERISNT0 2, BTFE2230 03y F2HZ 2B TO FEHIRHIAYLTH S, 2O ERI
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, BNICR 74 VYT A A EDORIFD P TEHD 7 4 ) B0 rhit: 2 ¥ SEAIC

LMD, ALk F—VER Y ORI T b HORAKAF AT [l 2012a: 1711, 7/ V&
BEACH 2y 2 OB TLILk» 2 HbE T THL GRS, HildcEmL, iRz
74 ) ey ANCEREN e lirhTe s P,

D& IIE LRI L 22D 5T, WEMEOM L il ZicE L, S ABREEHT 2
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WiEoe o ThH bbbk 2, oMb ENIIRO» T UE, BvoEEMFRIE IRV,
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