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“Over the Rainbow” in Japan, 1940:
How the Takarazuka Girls’ Opera Adapted the Tune for Their War-Time Stage Show

Yuki ONISHI

Takarazuka Girls’ Opera (founded in 1914 and currently known as Takarazuka Revue) in May
1940 staged Science Show, which featured a theme song titled “Tanima no Tsuribashi (A Suspension Bridge
Over a Valley),” using a melody adapted from “Over the Rainbow,” a theme song from the film The Wizard
0f 0z (1939). The fact surprises us by three reasons: first, as Japan was on the eve of war against the United
States, American culture was avoided, if not banned; second, Takarazuka’s version boldly altered the song’s
melody; finally, the premiere of Science Show took place only eight months after The Wizard of Oz had
been released, and it had not even hit theaters in Japan yet.

By thoroughly reading the show’s script, musical score, and related media coverages, this article
reveals how the adaptation became possible. First, the company insisted that their shows conveyed pro-war
messages such as praising science and technology, to avoid being accused of playing Americanized music.
Next, at that time, in an attempt to imitate the Paramount Theatre in New York, the show’s author always
included a scene in which the performers invite the audience to sing together. He must have rewritten the
tune, with the aim of making it easier for amateurs to sing. Finally, as this yearning for the American movie
theater suggests, creators at Takarazuka often went abroad and were well-informed about the latest hit tunes.

This case study shed new lights on how Takarazuka adapted American culture during those difficult years.
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