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Clue and Encounter
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r Abstract ~\
One of the most powerful passages in Meian (Light and Dark) is when Tsuda and Kiyoko meet each other

again. Bumbling about in the corridors of a hot spring resort one evening, Tsuda hears the sound of a sliding
door opening and closing somewhere upstairs, which leads to his encounter with Kiyoko. The next morning,
when visiting Kiyoko’s room, instead of directly seeing Kiyoko herself, Tsuda first sees the fixtures of the
room such as the mirror and an oblong brazier and notices the elegance of the two cushions lying opposite
each other on the floor. Kiyoko then appears from the veranda, as Tsuda is taking in the scene. The passage

appears to be written in order to first provide clues about Kiyoko, before the woman herself is revealed to
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