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Mallarmé and Rodenbach’s Perspectives on Dance
and Negotiations with Each Other’s Ideas
Yumi MURAKAMI

, Abstract N\

This paper examines the similarities and differences between the ideas of Georges Rodenbach (1855-1898) and Sté-
phane Mallarmé (1842-1898) about dance. Mallarmé influenced Rodenbach’s style; Rodenbach began to write dance
criticism under the influence of Mallarmé’s Crayonné au théatre in Divagations. More importantly, Mallarmé’s use of
an extract from Rodenbach in his work is noteworthy. Why did Mallarmé admire Rodenbach’s views on dance? To
answer this, we need to investigate and analyze the views on dance found in their references to the other’s work in their
own criticisms. Studies comparing Rodenbach and Mallarmé are not rare, but it is a worthwhile endeavor to consider
the problem from the perspective of dance. This paper explores what Rodenbach sought in Mallarmé’s work and what
Mallarmé found in Rodenbach’s work.

First, we will explore Rodenbach’s review of Danseuses in Figaro (May 5, 1896) in which he cites Mallarmé’s
famous text from Pages (1891): “La danseuse n’ est pas une femme....” Rodenbach never deepens or develops Mallar-
mé’s consideration of dance, but bases himself in Mallarmé’s world. On the other hand, Mallarmé intentionally rewrites
one word when citing Rodenbach’s text. As his modification of Rodenbach’s text is very limited, it appears insignifi-
cant, however, it reveals the differences between their points of view.

In Mallarmé’s work, the body of the danseuse is at the same time invisible and visible because her steps seem to be
notes of music, and the body play and dance assimilate the music. The danseuse’s body and the music are closely con-
nected in Mallarmé. Conversely, the danseuse’s body does not relate to the music in Rodenbach’s work. Rodenbach’s
argument focuses on the costume; therefore, Rodenbach emphasizes the significance of the cloth’s movement around
the body. Thus, although both Mallarmé and Rodenbach similarly approach the concept of dance, this paper reveals the

subtle differences in their opinions.
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