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To [Mahomet’s] eyes it is forever clear that this world
wholly is miraculous. He sees whatl..] all great thinkers, [..] in

one way or other, have contrived to see: That this so solid-
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looking material world is, at bottom, in very deed, Nothing; is
a visual and tactual Manifestation of God’s power and pres-
ence—a shadow hung out by Him on the bosom of the void
Infinite; nothing more. The mountains, he says, these great
rockmountains, they shall dissipate themselves ‘like clouds;
melt into the Blue as clouds do, and not bel [..] At the Last
Day, they shall disappear ‘like clouds; the whole Earth shall
go spinning, whirl itself off into wreck, and as dust and vapour
vanish in the Inane. Allah withdraws his hand from it, and it
ceases to be. The universal empire of Allah, presence every-
where of an unspeakable Power, a Splendour, and a Terror
not to be named, as the true force, essence and reality, in all
things whatsoever, was continually clear to this man. (HHW

59-60)
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M ‘his famous “Minute” of 1835, in which it was asserted that
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Even a cask, through loss of middle-piece or cant, yawns not so wide
as one I saw, ripped from the chin down to the part that utters vil-
est sound: Between his legs the entrails hung; the pluck appeared,
and the wretched sack that makes excrement of what is swallowed.
While I stood all intent on seeing him, he looked at me, and with his
hands opened his breast, saying: “Now see how I dilacerate myself!

See how Mahomet is mangled! Before me Ali weeping goes, cleft in
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the face from chin to forelock. And all the others, whom thou seest
here, were in their lifetime sowers of scandal and of schism; and
therefore are they thus cleft. [...] (293-94)
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+ Lecture I [Tuesday, 5th May, 1840] The Hero as Divinity. Odin.
Paganism: Scandinavian Mythology.

- Lecture II [Friday, 8th May, 1840] The Hero as Prophet. Mahomet:
Islam.

- Lecture III [Tuesday, 12th May, 1840] The Hero as Poet. Dante;
Shakspeare.

- Lecture IV [Friday, 15th May, 1840] The Hero as Priest. Luther; Ref-
ormation: Knox; Puritanism.

- Lecture V [Tuesday, 19th May, 1840] The Hero as Man of Letters.
Johnson, Rousseau, Burns.

- Lecture VI [Friday, 22d May, 1840] The Hero as King. Cromwell,
Napoleon: Modern Revolutionism. (HHW 3, 37, 67, 99, 133, 169)
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