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Consideration on the representations of the healing in Greek art
— Asklepios and his art in the classical Athens —

BxR THETF

Summary

The cult of Askepios spread internationally in the Greek world only after his entry and
installation in Athens from Epidauros in the late 420s. With the arrival of his cult in Attica,
Asklepios, who had been only a local physician hero and in myth a shadowy figure, began to
be represented as a new theme in the classical Athenian art, particularly in the votive marble
reliefs which was seeing a new rise together with the funeral reliefs and the document reliefs
just at that time, or rather in the post-Parthenon period . This article aims to consider how
Asklepios’ healing and the worshipper’s praying to the god for healing were represented on
these votive reliefs and to extract some peculiarities of their representations. At first, as rare
example in the Attic vase painting on which Asklepios appears, a plate by the Meidias
Painter in Louvain is mentioned because its representation seems to suggest the very event
of introducing his cult in Athens. The appearance of the personifications there, although it is
characteristic of the Meidias Painter’s works, is significantly found on the votive reliefs to
Asklepios on which the god is represented often accompanying Hygieia (Health) or
personifications of healing (Iaso, Akeso, Panakeia) as his daughters. The so-called
Telemachos Monument would be not only the most important document of the arrival of the
cult of Asklepios in Attica, but also the most splendid votive monument to Asklepios with
inscriptions as well as many reliefs according to its reconstructions attempted two times by L.
Beschi.

On the votive reliefs dedicated in the Asklepieion in Athens, Piraeus and Epidauros by
patients praying for healing or with gratitude for the recovery, the god appears in different
forms. What concern us most are the healing scenes and the dedication scenes in which the
worshipper (dedicant of the relief) approaches to the altar in presence of the god or
immediately to the god. In the latter scenes Asklepios appears before the worshipper often
accompanying Hygieia or his other daughters, or even with his whole family and there the
worshipper also does often accompanying his family. In the healing scenes we see the god
with Hygieia curing the patient on the bed in presence of the patient’s family. The healing
scenes would be assumed to be those in a dream which the patient saw and the dedication

scenes could be called the visionary images that a pious worshipper saw. Both these scenes



are distinguished by the intimateness, the immediateness and the closeness between the god
and the mortal and have a special attraction of the private and popular art different from the
public and monumental art. These are peculiarities that could not be found in the previous
representations of the great Olympian gods and that seem to indicate a new view of the
divinity of the Athenian people whose society was then undergoing the transformation of

religious organizations.
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