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Discussing post-3.11 disaster’s recovery and emerged environmental issues [2" Report]
— Faced to the psychological and social problems after disaster —
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Abstract

This 2nd symposium on “The Great East Japan Earthquake (GEJE) and Human Sciences” was held on March 12
to 13, 2013, two years after the disaster. We invited a keynote speaker Eugene F. Augusterfer, LCSW from Harvard
Program in Refugee Trauma, Harvard Medical School, Massachusetts, United States. Valuable panel discussions were
performed together with academic and practical field experts. This paper presents in detail panel contents on “What can
we do and what should we do when facing the psychological and social problems after disaster”.

The impact of 3.11 disaster made clear the vulnerability of our contemporary science and society while urging the
need to a change in our current value systems or life styles. At this point, we all Japanese should reconsider the basis
of our Second World War modern civilization. The ruined life reconstruction confronts physical, psychological, social,
cultural and environmental issues. Our mission is to create multi-dimensional or holistic support systems. This report
shows how we have been building effective paths of collaboration between victims’ peer support groups, private support
groups, clinical psychologists, social workers, legal professionals, and policy makers. Finally, there is a discussion on
the personal and academic responsibility to propagate the achieved experience on dealing with this kind of disaster to

the following generations.
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