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Constructivism, History and Common Context

Hatsue Shinohara

This work aims to probe the nature of constructivism in comparison with studies in history. In
the current scholarship of theoretical studies of International Relations constructivism claims to
investigate such factors as culture, identity, and ideas which have been neglected by the previous
approaches of realism and liberalism. The traditional argument stresses on the notion of power and
structure which regards material elements as essential and important. Constructivists, however,
argue that while material factors are important, actors in international relations also develop their
identity and define their relationships through “socialization.” It is important to note that the process
of socialization does not happen instantly. Rather it takes an evolutionary process in which the
coniextual framework of time matters. Acceptling the notion of time as essential and indispensable,
constructivists operate in a similar analytical mode as historians. In addition, while elaborating
conceptual frameworks, constructivists have produced empirical studies in which the significance of
history and historical approach are acknowledged. On the other hand, historians on their part have
produced works which examined the role that ideas play in international relations. By emphasizing
image, national attitude, and role models, studies in international history have established a rich
tradition in investigating “ideational” aspects well before theorists presented the concept. Thus, the
examination of theoretical foundations in constructivism and works that applied them, and the
survey of historical studies that address the similar questions, reveal that constructivism has

“pro-historical” orientation in its endeavor.
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