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Taisho democracy and the publication of The Asia Review magazine

Ken’ichi Goto

A small monthly magazine entitled The Asia Review was published in May 1922 at the height of
fever for the so-called Taisho democracy period. It survived despite frequent intervention by the
Home Ministry Authorities to obstruct its publication by orders to delete or alter some passages, but
was finally brought to an end in January 1923 putting out a total of 9 issues. Recent studies of history
revealed that the magazine received and published in its 9 issues articles by such liberal or socialist
leaders as Ishibashi Tanzan, Abe Isoo, Oyama Ikuo—mostly related to Waseda University— and that
these articles are not included in their collection of works published in the postwar period.

It has not been known either that the publisher of The Asia Review was an obscure 30-years-old
Korean intellectual Tai-Kyoung Lew who finished high school in Japan and studied at Beijing
University later. This unique magazine upheld “Humanism” as its motto and accepted articles in
Japanese, Korean and Chinese languages. He was fully aware that establishment of relationship
based firmly on equality and mutual trust among these three Asian peoples was instrumental for
realization of true “Humanism.” It is interesting to note that the magazine accepted and published 4
articles by R.B. Bose, an Indian leader who had been in exile in Tokyo since 1915. None of these
articles have been mentioned in previous studies on Bose.

The present paper is aimed at casting a light on the short-lived attempt in Tokyo at establishing
an intellectual community of Asian peoples during the Taisho period. It is gratifying to know that
not only the issues of The Asian Review but also the Orient Review, the successor magazine of the
former, which was banned after only one issue, were reproduced by the Ryukei Shyosha in December
2008.
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