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Dear Utako,

It is again over half a year since I received your letter. Thank you so much for it.
You tell me about your sorrows with your mother, and your friends, who were so
ill, also of your own illness, and how you are going to retire in spring. (%)

I have no doubt that you will go on working and learning as long as you live, even
if you are no longer a staff member of the conservatory. (li%)

How is your mother in the meantime? Is she more or less happy in the hospital
which you found for her? You say the places for old people are so sad and
miserable in Japan.

That astonishes me, since I always thought Japan was so progressive in
everything. (%) My mother has died around Christmas,after being very ill and
helpless for many years. She was also completely confused in her mind. So death

was really like a release from a humiliating prison for her, and I think we all felt
rather thankful than sad.(LL )
B SRV
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To comprehend this reflection, be thankful and trustful to your god, which
confided to your life. It is nothing as natural that we are growing elder from day
by day and that therefore to become by the years lonely. But you are never alone,
if you trust him and are taking daily thankful whatever he might send you with

his “hands”. This will bring you inner rest.
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Also I thank you for your trusted information, that you found now in Buddhism
your ease. This is not a wonder for me, because I know, that Japanese people are
tending tin their older years to Buddhism. I can understand this tendency. I also
admire the quiet peace on the face of Gautama Buddha. Older people like this
peace more and more during the growing years, remembering them on their last
peace. The philosophy of Buddhism is a way to this peace, a philosophy out of
which people made by the time a religion. But a real Christian belief along the
teaching of Jesus also leads to this peace, which is coming out of the faith, that, if
we are fading away of this life, we are remaining in the love of God. Peace in
Buddhism is ending in the naught, only the popular Buddhism-religion is hoping
of a better world, which is to find on the other side of a broad sea. I hope that you

can stand to your conviction and ease till the end of your earthen days.
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Growing older the far and outward things are shrinking and we have to be
content with the works we are at time able to do. But we have also the privilege
to grow deeper in connection with our spiritual life. The fate of this year is the
fact, which we become more and more alone, losing our friends who are dying
before us. But, if we have learned during our lifetime to trust our god,
nevertheless we stay confident in the times which are given to us. We have so
more and more to recognize our loneliness as a gift of the fading away of our
years. I think that you will not be alone in your house. I suppose that your

mother is still living in your neighborhood. Is she not sharing your loneliness?
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