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A Study of the Cooperation between Universities and High Schools

YAGUCHI Tetsuya, OTANI Kyo, WAKAZONO Yushiro, FUKUI Youko
ARAI Hiroko, FUJISAWA Madoka, WARAGAI Tomoki

This paper is an interim report of "A Study of the Cooperation between Universities and High
Schools", a research section of the Institute for Advanced Studies in Education, Waseda University.
The aim of this paper is to show the status quo and problems of the current cooperation between uni-
versities and high schools.

We survey the present situations of the cooperation between national and other public universi-
ties and high schools, and then go to the cases of private universities. Next, we examine the cases of
career education, which is recently focused on more and more in the university-high school coopera-
tion. Finally, concluding from these surveys and examinations, we make some proposals about Waseda
University's future strategy in this area.

Various factors are increasing the importance of the university-high school cooperation: the revi-
sion of the national curriculum guidelines, the discontinuity between university and high school edu-
cation, the decrease of the younger generation and the subsequent shortage of university students, and
the privatization of the national universities.

Most large-sized national universities are aspiring to be a center for research and higher educa-
tion by putting emphases on general education and internationalization at the same time, while most
local middle-sized and small-sized universities and colleges are trying to strengthen their connections
with the regions. After the Privatization of National University Act, all these national and public uni-
versities and colleges tend to locate their university-high school cooperation in social missions inside
and outside of university.

Private universities are adopting various kinds of office admission system, as securing students is
becoming a more and more pressing issue because of the decrease of the younger generation. However,
the increasing number of office admission students raises serious problems both for university educa-
tion and high school education.

Career education has good effects for high school students by giving them occasions for reflecting
on their future planning after university graduation. This process encourages them to have a more con-
crete prospect, and to regard university education as a means to achieve it. In this paper, we examine
some schemes in which universities and high schools can conduct career education more effectively
and consistently.

The future cooperation between universities and high schools must be approached bilaterally, for
example, by exchanging teaching and office staff members for study and training. Some universities,
high schools, and local education boards are trying to establish a new conference for further coopera-
tion. For universities, the cooperation with high schools doesn't just mean a support for high schools,
but it is also part of the relationship between universities and society in general. Discussing with high
schools, we have to consider what kinds of students we should admit, and how they should be educat-
ed and sent out to society. This is a highly significant problem concerned with AP (Admission Policy),
CP (Curriculum Policy), and DP (Diploma Policy).



