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ERAFPEINS
BRmeFE1A

REDOHBEHERLIZ oW T

Z NN S

0. ¥TROXLEBAFBCRT L L3R DpEELTHRI I,
(1) The more he studied and agonized over his own memo, the
less pleased-he was.
(B. Woodward and S. Armstrong, The-Brethren)
ADa) EFTET IR T,
b) ¥ EITHBCI %
BRELLEREERRL LT A2 LS, A)OD) of#RBAEBLE LTIk
LI BERTH S,

T2 h BABRIEEZ O LBEE YT 5B T h AL LTREE
Lighs, B “—er than ~ (more-than ~)” OBREELE LWk,
HEZFTR [~X DI~ (~OFR~I D~ & 53 FRBERES L
o HBHBORER, ZOMERL DIZo& hliT B, “less-than~"
EVSROEBREHN LT, BAECTEENETABR L, ERTE
[~XD3d X oPind ~K] ELhiebinv, HBEXHENEAB L,
HEHBE VO EED HAFCIERR L LTHEELRVLOTHAE, R
BEARE > THBHBEYPER LS WOLYRTH D, ZOERLONT

ZPE (1985, p. 118) Xk D X SRR T 5, )
Mo ERA S HAFE L, EERSVLHEF 2, HRX #H8o
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BEFROBE L), HERIAFRCEEYCS, ©E), BEA
DHE B & G Lok BEced, AEOERGEIILEL
THELOEFE LW BRSSO L, BERREREKEONIEH
b ORTHAERBENBEANL ORI ->TED, T0 X5 RBERRX
o UEESOE VX, YR, SENCREERFEOBOEV & LTEHDbR
5 LBEIND ]
TOEZRELOHESNRAIC LTS (WEERO B O dhr LA
B DENIEDH L), K (1985, p. 118) 2T THT T b

(2) a) 1 couldn’t care less. (%o & KT Lich)

b) It might have been worse. (B < B THEATI I w7)

Lo BRI BAE L RENE D OIXENTH D, TR TH, D5
HEEBEORER, ZLNIHAACIERTEL LS LD ELHENTH
5 (3FH AN a—-AD D) tvokBEoTexrk B LBbhR
3o

BT, TOFBUBRBIXOREYE L, EBCEDISKELR TS
PEFEHTT, COBITORELRHE LB L THRI,

1. Kk (1985, p. 131) 1 [2hb (=FBHEED XHEEHEXE LTHRE
BELSERE ) EEORBERIXSZAVYLOhD ] LBXTH2, Zhid—iG
RELVGBEREZELB L2, fiodd =, Z&THZ ),

SZBE (1985) AEEHLLC\~% Gnutzman et al. (1973) i3, EEOHABFL
less o CEE1 2 bh s (“less tall =short”), FEOHATIC less
OB ERHRR B (“? less short=taller ”) &@{~TW 30

« Less and least are, on the criterion of frequency and because of
certain collocational restrictions, marked . equivalents.of -er/more
and -est/most— almost any less comparative can be replaced by an
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-er[more comparative if the antonymous adjective is used: ‘less
tall’ = ‘shorter’ whereas the reverse application, i.e. the replace-
ment of an -er/miore éomparatiye by a less comparative, would
very often result in rather unnatural sentences:
(40) ‘John is taller than Bill
(41) ? John is less short than Bill
The tendency seemis to be that the marked member of an anto-
nymous pair of adjectives does not collocate with less, theugh
there are no such restrictions with the unmarked member :
© (42) John is shorter than Bill
(43) John is less tall than Bill”
e, BEOOWERECINT, HO0F — 2 hCEBLB O 6534, 4%
BHBOXHFUFARE I h, 3E5R 1 0EERKS, ZORTFIHBHERE
XOBEDEIXEEX LT3,
Quirk et al. (1985, pp. 1128-29) (%= ORTIZ W THEBREWEES LT
W3,
(3) a) Mary is less old than Jane (is).
b) Mary is less young than Jane (is).
@b) 0 k5 HFEOTHERC less 230 DIXFE L HBERIRF UM,
ROBEILBLEH IV EBEL RS 25,
AU EFRDOREFE 7 5L LT 7o\~ 84 (when there is not an
established pair of antonymous adjectives)®.
BUBHEAOREERME 5 LA RAKR LR S 2 584 (when an avail-
able antonym sounds offensive)
@DBLBHH > Tlgwdi, BDFIE LTROZFAD DI > T B,
(4) a) Caroline is less perceptive than Rosemary (is).
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b) Violet is less sophisticated than Felice .(is).
LOERERLTRIRASHEOREREZHESI LI TED N
(5) a) Caroline is not as/so perceptive as Rosemary (is).
b) Violet is not as/so sophisticated as Felice (is).
ZLT@W L GB) OBXOTHROLBHEL L VBERFE-EHVTHEE-T
W3,
(6) a) Caroline is more imperceptive than Rosemary (is).
b) Violet is more unsophisticated than Felice (is).
2% VA LBOBAECIL LALBUBRICES HPFE LN LWL
B, TDEEZLIPLELLANDLLEIR, )L O)DHEORNRY
@ & (6) DEHREVDOENEEZ TEELL .

2. 37, HE (marked) & #E (unmarked) OB AFH O, HxE
long (tall) — short, old — young, large —small # ¥ DHEVHELET 55
B, KEVWEEYZLTEOFIEECELRS (FUNTBEE2EDT) &
WO ENPDERLTHL M
ToE IR B tall 2y short e,
(7) a) How tall is John?
b) ? How short is John?
(Db) HMEZ B O RFFET 2RCR O h 5,
(8) A: 1 was surprised. John was much shorter than I had ex-
pected. He looked so tall on TV.
B: Really? How short was he?
DED [EMEN] 25 2 EARTRE SR THIROLXFET, FAOHHED
W (RO TEREV] LW RTR2HB8) (D) Rk,
4% d, i, BEOSGHOMAFINERLE 5 OrDRARLEHIL

846



KEOLBRHBHEI 2T 297
BBV, —OrIL, BORER LAHERE LAYRALADT T A
ORENFETHZEAPHIA TR L0223 HB L BB T/
LMOERITZE - TV B A, FARELGRTIR WO TRO Gk fgidink
VWi b,
(9) a) How beautiful is she?

b) How old is she?

(9a) 1t “She is beautiful.” #&&FT %23, (Db) x “She is old.” %&
B L7 (beautiful 124755 G) O@RBTS), ToZ ki, K2l
T “Terribly.” #k< &, (9a) ¥ ok Ao (Pb) & out &bz &
53 HmmD, Bolinger (977 11 (9a) » X 5 i BEF® bias o o7
normative 7BAR LY, (Db) DEOWMAFY neutral LBERFLFA
T 5,7 %k{ Bolinger (1977) o,

(10) -a) Jane is older than Jessica but she is not old.

b) *Jane is lovelier than Jessica but she is.not lovely.
normative 7xJ¥45s0 neutral AL, BYLIEREFZBR7THD D50
Eapmius 5 5k, {expectancy) <inherent quality) /e XD H L 5,8
ORI DWTIR ES) Thhis, BEOALSVWTRRAELSR
(cf. Bolinger 1977),

(11) a) Shall I scrub the floor ? —— Well, how dirty (?clean) is
it?

b) Are you willing to sleep on the floor ?——How clean

(?dirty) is it?
(12) a) How grave (?trivial) was the crisis?

b) How dark (?light) was the night?

QA1)7% {expectancy)> o], (12)#% {inherent quality) @&\ 5 = LI
HT5EThRNWEH D,
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BV LICREER7 D\ evaluative adjective. 084134 54 L
&%, Bolinger (1977) it beautiful » scale. D—Fl& LTEKDOHDEE 2
T3,

(13) hideous—ugly —unattractive — o —attractive — beautiful — rav-
ishing

TR b %  OBBEFAPELLNRDH, (ADHEx bhb LkOBIHBEH
T& 3,

(14) a) How ugly is she ?—— Hideous.

b) How beautiful is she ? —— Ravishing.
¢) -How ravishing is she? *Beautiful.
&2 (D oFmmfAOHBEEY B i hidh bist,

EHERTH, Quirk et al. (1985) »@HRTCBX5Kk (Fh (E5) T
bfthic X 512), FHBHEE I old—young D X 5 kB L KBS
7 OFET HHEFIFRA FEbRhT, Bolinger (1977) ©E 5 normative
BRHUEFNEERNDO X 5 TH b,

3. Qurik et al. (1985) 7%, SFUBELIAERBCHELISZ - D>DBEL5O—
DELTHTFToIeDk TUBHEADOKEBRTHET LTI WES ] 72
olcit, ZOBXERRIETHHEANLEE: (FEOMEATHRIOIE LS
WEENLCy 7L LTHRRBLLTW S0 £EBbhs, chit @ o
Bips ok LicHEHRTL DAY, KFELBLTUL, My 2 2—BIR3 R
%o cohesion ¥R X3 LETLREERTTH B & L i x udEAm
T3 555 (Quirk et al. (1985) DB IF T 33 I—oDEEchic

HTRELRVORIMZ o THRR), EFEREAOHRALTTER L,
(15) a) Having a tumor generally arouses some feelings of shame,
but in the hierarchy of the body’s organs, lung cancer is
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D

e)

19

2)

h)
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felt to be less shameful than rectal cancer.
(S. Sontag, “Illness as Metaphor )
The Mongols were the aesthetes -of militarism; they be-
lieved in gratuitous massacre, in destruction .for destruc-
tion’s sake. Qur malice is less pure and spontaneous.
(A. Huxley, “Usually Destroyed ”)
As for grazing on lips and straying lower —even at
their most depraved these amusements are a thousand
times less wicked than torturing them alive, ...
(A. Huxley, “ Adonis and the Alphabet”)
The two men .untied the donkey, and led it back to
Guiliano’s house. The donkey’s work had just begun; he
had a much less pleasant task before him.
(M. Puzo, ‘The Sicilian)
If you let Frisella off with anything less than death, the
Friends would think you weak and test you further. The
carabinieri would become bolder, less afraid, more danger-
ous. (ibid.)
He spoke sincerely. Every day he worked hard in the
court trying to decide which of two untrue accounts was
the less untrue, ... (E. M. Forster, A Passage to India)
Business by telephone has become slower and less efficient
than correspondence.

(P. Howard, The State of the Language)

A spoken language is, inevitably, less formal and rule-

bound than a written one. (ibid)
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1) English is becoming looser, quicker, -and less precise, as
we forget to use the millions of fine and distinct tools in
the old literary carpenter’s box. (ibid.)

) A préliminary examination of the corpus suggested that
although explicitness can be ‘realized in several different
ways, explicit comparisons are far less frequent thar non-
explicit ones. (Gnutzman et al.,, 1973)

(16) a) They (=Women) have the right, if fiot to be less virtuous

than their grandmothers, at any rate to look less virtuous.
(A. Huxley, “The Beauty Industry )

b) “Traveling is easier than working and less dangerous
than hiding,” she said. “ T've slept in the mountains and
in the fields with sheep, so why can’t I sleep in a ship or
on an airplane? Surely it won’t be as cold?”

(M. Puzo, The Sicilians)
¢) Without the norm, far is less strange. ‘;(Bolinger, 1977)
(A5 ohyz it descriptive adjective #» evaluative adjective X<y bic
Wi ohdbHA, BIREC (eg. “wicked”), FARBEDOEHLOT TR
EEYOHERT, LR AOD) LATRATKSS % 5 L\ 5 BlT
BECETHEELTHL, D DEFR—BREFL DLV LT
(dangerous — safe, virtuous — loose (wanton), strange — common) 37
A= TR LIS ERHERAD LML EELTH IO TH D,

A5a) ik TBROREL b °l MFRLBEESH), o T HES0
Ahg @ Tk TE LW (mating) LoXih), e Tk [EMEOREE,
£ ik THOEEE © T3 MPRoRE, b T EELE, D T
X TEREX), D ik THE] 2FhZhEBLR->TRY, XORENLR
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hif, SBEEBIOEBCR>TebLOPFEELR>TWIRELELT
WLz EEEL LT3, A A6)a) Tk TARDOBEOEE, b T
3 TEREL © Tk [RES 2ZFEELR-TV 5,

BL, FROEHET MEE] L LtoRBBRhEL L s, old—
young L\ olBY LT BREERTROW T, BEORWIY [HE]
ERLEDT, &b EMYLERBEBER7 2 bW BEREY - SFSOIME
B LL ek, _

QA7) a) How pure was his intention ?

'b) How virtuous does she look?
c¢) How shameful do you think his act was?
A o Rbhs X5k, (15D A6) kffbh Ty 5 BEFRCIET 7 AD
bias 2dvo TWBOT (€15)) 1< + & © bias), Bolinger (1977) o
EEE-TRO L SCBNETORBEULES S,
. (18) Normative X AER RSB L5 RERBA T TR Iy 7& L
THELLTWBEEIR, 20k 3 MR S USBHBEE R 8R
R LS %o '
ok 15 (16) 7 & o BEEG SBHBRE T TR UTR BT S
FEOBER I LB TILE S,
(19) a) Still commoner and no less repellent is the hardness
which spoils so many pretty faces.
(A. Huxley, “The Beauty Industry ™)
b) The other pleasures of the resorts are no less traditional.
(A. Huxley, “ Wanted, A New Pleasure ™)
no less~ L\ a4 74 ad FEREEL T &b THERR ] ERIhBT L

Saha@Eh 18) OFRMR 2 BETH D, &) T [Fkirz &, b

T [EH] 2380 b OFEET - TV 5,
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ROBIIEIROSB BTN, 23y A8) OFMNER LS, 2) T
BINoTHEEME VBRI L, b) it Gaddafi NINARLF v%
T TWBZ EARREINT B,

20) a

b)

@ a2

b)

1 thought of other places upon the Passaic River, but, in
the end, the city, Paterson, with its rich colonial history,
upstream, where the water was less heavily polluted, won
out. (The Autobiography of William Carlos Williams)
Richly as Gaddafi deserved being targeted, the U.S. has
been observing a kind of double standard in fingering him
as Terrorist Public Enemy No. 1. Less noisily, but less
lethally, Syria and at times Iran have been quite as active
as Libya in sponsoring, aiding ‘and sheltering terrorists.
(Time,. April 28, 1986)°
Hercule Poirot disliked his dentist... But one of his pa-
tients liked Mr Morley even less—and shot him just as
Poirot left his office.
(Blurb on A. Christie, One, Two, Buckle My Shoe)
He knew that the Inspector had always hated him, and

_he hated the Inspector no less. (M. Puzo, The Sicilian) .

(21) 11 less 7% head adverb & LTI THBHEH, 130 [BE .8
E NEEE LTHEILIRTH S,
%13 head noun & UCiEbhic less ¢, EEZ A8 ¢RI ELTI W

2595,

@2) ay

b)

852

I don't want all that cake—give me rather less of it.

She gives them less to eat in summer. (LDCE)
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4. LT, BoCw B —B il T, -
41 T WD DX BBHKETE O DX b kASKEOETEHEOH
EOBNCOWTIES, MEOERBFITKE LR, B0, £
XOEBOHVHEMILOERF L ) BENE-Z L 2ELTHATRRAL TS
Do HL (FE3) TR L3ELAbE 3 & HBHEN not so~as ©
BRIV E3ALNLELEbh %, FREHEY G) 0F 2T o LK,

6) DBEXTIR, R-o& Y LBEEERRITHAFIEDLRTWSDTHEDE
ERHEZEETHRAC KR > T %, HEABRDTUIXDIIERD X 57 4
&6 RBETHIHEAEZLORD,

23) a) KREBIREEBZESL e, (=)

b) KEBZREB X bghivs, (=6

DEY, (DL O DRV, BRI ZFVTENE IHOETIRARL,
WiER TTEREBDETCHD, imperceptive L= %1¥ perception ok%
BT 50, less perceptive & F %i¥ perception ®REd i hH D
perception OFIELEAR DT LERETELEND B, £ LT Quirk et
al. (1985) BAHF TS BHEIERBCR bR D b 5 —20BF, 0D
YR RORBRELES L MR L2 52288 O L abeTE
2 DHBENRTTL %,
4.2 HiIfiTRN MBE&] XET CEMELRECch h, BHEHO—ELL
TEXDTENTE D,

fii Bz iE (16)a), £LT A9 @ no less~ L4 34 F 4+ 2L 155
RHOBEEBRTENS,

d &b EHEEUL (D& OB ERIL) BRRBAEbLS,

(24 a) “You said Blore was all right — that he was more than a

match for Armstrong. So he was physically, and he was
on the look-out too...”  (A. Christie, Ten Liltle Niggers)
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b) We were more than happy to hear of your escape.
c) If you tell your father what you’ve done, he’ll be more
than a little angry. (LDCE)
b), ¢} X very 2EIRLTWABETERWL, a) ik no match L $E 25
TERHBRRTHEAVEED TV S,

EHLB DA EMLTE L,

(25) a) “...But H you ask me, we’ve only one danger to fear —
and that danger is Blore! What do we know about the
man? Less than nothing!...”

(A. Christie, Ten Little Niggers)
b) And all of them, suddenly, looked Iess like human beings.
They were reverting to more bestial types. (ibid.)
a) REFRERTERCS, b) RERRRL LTOoBMR I HLEARES
5, subhuman A FEWIEERFEL T TAR LW VAR ELTH
RICEELECBERERBTH L TF v v 7OHFEY X D ST
VAo '
Z Dffiicd “less than no time,” “no less an event than a world
war,” “nothing more or less than,” “less and less” 2\ < 2 § @ il
REDNLD, less BEDA T+ A 2OENEREOLNDZ L ik - OETO
BHEBEL LTOEHIERLTWS L5 Ebhs,
43 thEITRTERISKE, EBOSBUBEBEIIHEFF L h Ak
LTHEERET, W ohoRBRCERERL T %, HAZF T O
LTH01L (0) OBXAELES 2, BHAER IR BEFOHT T,
32 OBATTEEL O XX FE W more —than ~ b 5o gk
AEEL, ERERLTC less—than ~ 23 BRAREATICETEINRS C
Lk s COEMA L LHE (1985, p. 118) OBEL OREEFZ R LB RHE K
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o TRIEBHEREEERL Ebhiv 0 b EFNLERY o0
A8) PEHIRE 2HTRRACEHC IS LEbh 52, HRENCEZLSZE
TRABAADSBUBELOREYIEE L 2o AE2ERTI Z L3R
RS 5,

#(1) Gnutzman et al. (1973) 1%, 3 5> —DERBECVRBELELB|EL T 5, [
D#E¥# (standard of comparison) | BRI ATV 3 X OHEKIZ, HEHKTIZ2S
%, BEBTREYTHE, TOBBEX I 5RT 5,

“The comparative construction involves two terms, and because of this,
the standard of cemparison may be easily indicated by context, e. g. ¢ John
is the taller’ implies only ‘of the two previously mentioned’. The super-
lative, however, involves a wider potential range of standards, e.g. ‘ This
is the biggest book’ may mean ‘the biggest book in the world/in En-
gland/the College/this room/this crate’, and it is because of this that
there is a greater need for making the scope of the superlative ‘explicit.”
ek, BOETIARVWIENN, HREBYcHEbLhL S BERACEREYRDLTLO
(gradable) B SR 5,

more
(i) *Tom s {less } dead than Mary.

BL, kHAI2E,
(ii) In English this form (=man-—men) is so dead that even such a noun

as Norman forms its plural Normans.

(Henry Sweet)

(iii) Poirot said — but it was hardly a question.

“Dead?”

“ What you might describe as very dead.”.

(A. Christie, One, Two, Buckle My Shoe)
Gi) & GHITHERAY, dLARTFELLTEDA TV 30 TERTECR> T3
EBbhd, HRCLTIAFC LTCIEEREL» XS LT RRALERRD
TIZAODOXNAERILDDTIELVIES 5 by,

(? REEBERTHEILTWIEEFLE->TL 20 [BLE] 0¥, RULKEXR
BRELALTHIOEEL T D LTWhin, $EBL, BAEZERPXRCKHLTSE
BUBEIYE S MEbE L HAOHBE A ) DR UvHE LD EBbh 5,

(38) notas~as & notso~as XRAFECEELR B, BEDHIHP L formal
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Vv ABENEME, @A RAE, BER AL LOBE] 22 T4, BE2
BB h2BEA2EBRORELXDLORTE LI RVBH %,
(i)a) Mary is not as tall as John.
h) Mary is not sa tall as Jobn.
b) iz Mary 4 John 3 %EAEE V3 ERA WSS (cf. RHf 1976, pp.
299-300),
ZOEKERMNE, ROFIO not as ¥ not so CEE M2 B2 TERVLIES S,
(ii) Beneath the spoken issues lies a suspicion that the law school (of
Harvard) may have become too inbred and is not as concerned with
legal ethics as it should be.
(Time, September 8, 1986)

Quirk et al. (1985, p. 1138) (X, HEB XS EH SALBRREEN ELL (B
L (16)b) ), as~as OBFER E§ less~than OBHERY I - LBIAhD &
w3,

(iii) He’s not so naughty (now).
(iv) Caesar was not as ruthless as Attila = Caesar was less ruthless than
Attila.
BELEV)ORD as ©7 72 ¥ Pk L more~than OERKEESZE W3,
(4) cf. Quirk et al. (1985, pp. 470-2)
(5) %3fh (1976, pp. 262-3) RHBEFA L KO=ZBLHEL TV D,
®deep—shallow, tall-short, high-low, long-short,
descriptive ad'ective/ ete.
/ P ! \®big—small, bright-dim, large-little, strong-weak,
etc.
\evaluative adjective — ®wise, foolish, beautiful, etc.
DoHEF I ten feet tall D X 5 FEXPICEDLRZ DD, @O0 X 5%
HEEslewv o (Fthree years big), QU BEER 2 TREE®Z 2 5D
(eg. unintelligent, impolite, *untall, *unold) T5 %, =05 DL —IEHE
SLEREBARELCEY, (D) 0I5 Elbhs oREBNEEDORER
5B, QOBREOKEVHEYEDLTHER LO0W A& H ik Bolinger (1977) o
\» 3 normative ABERACYB, QOEEOHEACRALIr0 TS5 RO T
AEETHZERPEIA TV EDOTR VLRIV IEFIOOHERADS S 1
PHLERCED, i, FBUBEXOEAIEANCQ@BT 2BEFA EL
RTED, WS2ho@QrBTZ2L0% R 5h 5 (flxi dangerous, virtuous.
cf. dangerous — safe, *undangerous, virtuous — Ioose (wanton), *unvirtuous),
(6 HL, RKOFARXERY [ExLo7c] EVIEKTH D,
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(i) I plan to retire before I'm old.
¥z, ko a) T “Peter is old,” # 4% Lic w8, still 2fmz 3 & “Peter
is old.” o &&E% 1 > (Jespersen 1924, p. 247),
(ii) a) Peter is older than John.
b) Peter is still older than Johmn.

(7) cf. Bolinger (1977): “The difference between normativeress and neutral-
ity is that the one depends on our knowledge of the world and the context
of discourse, and the other is coded in the language.”
mEoME > TRADL 2 E,

(8) SHHBUBBICBLTITA0)LE - T old-young DI >EBY LERER~T
DHHBERD, beautiful X lovely Dk 3RAVOIRATESB %5,

(i) a) Jane is less lovely than Jessica but she is lovely.
b) Jane is less old than Jessica but she is old.
2FY, LOEBIXTE, EbLDx4 SORAFRDL normative R EEX LD &
with, tOBEXA)THEAND—BILE b —FK T2,
Filo, 2O LM (1976, pp. 266-7) o scale ORBEAF B L < HHT
2ZLbTED, Thicks s (E5) TR descriptive adjective i2(ii)a),
evaluative adjective i2(ii)b) TEb ¥ 3,

(i) a)
shorter
young old
less old
older
(i) b
homelier
homely lovely
less lovely
lovelier

oS, A0b) OFEXEED(iID) OXEEIERCE B (FiF© lovelier
it homely # & % 7z %, %% less old iz old 4 & % 5 ), (10)a) &
(i)2) i normative HEEX L2 & 4 (i) EC less old » less lovely
FEALEREY#A—-TBHoEhbEPTES,
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