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Organizational Age and Survival

Junichi YAMANOI

Abstract

Recent studies on the relationship between organizational age and survival have not shown consistent
results. Some studies have indicated a positive effect of age on survival, the liability of newness, while
others have presented a negative el’féct, the liability of aging. To date, organizational ecologists have not
drawn a definite conclusion from the results. In this article, through reviewing the existing literature, |
intend to clarify the cause of these inconsistent results. By means of this review, | wish to imply that
organizational age represents thrce factors, two of which have positive effects and one of which has
negati.ve effects on organizational survival, and that the combination of the effects changes the relationship
in a certain population. Based on my implication, [ believe that the combination of the effects may depend
on the characteristics of a population. In future research, it should be strictly required that researchers
adopt the theoretically valid assumption that organizational age represents factors which have positive
and negative effects on organizational survival.
Key words: organizational age, organizational survival, organizational ecology, liability of newness, liability

of aging, characteristics of a population
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