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Continuity and Discontinuity of Management by Overseas Chinese
—— Entrepreneurship in the Thai Auto Parts Industry

Nobuo KAWABE

Abstract

Many scholars have been paying attention to the role of overseas Chinese enterprises in the
development of South-East Asian countries for the last few decades. They have also been discussing the
characteristics of their management such as family and network, relationship with states and multinational
enterprises, and risk-, financial- and diversification-oriented strategies. They have analyzed mostly big
diversified business conglomerates. In this article, Thai local auto parts suppliers such as Summit, Aapico,
Manoyon and Bangkok Spring, which have been developing rapidly, were analyzed. The findings show that
they try to seek for business opportunities as well as accumulate management and technological know-how
to develop their businesses in a particularly limited industry.
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