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Nihon Gakko was so different from grammar school. I found myself
switching my personality back and forth daily like a chameleon. At Bailey
Gatzert School 1 was a jumping, screaming, roustabout Yankee, but at
the stroke of three when the school bell rang and doors burst open
everywhere, spewing out pupils like jelly beans from a broken bag, I
suddenly became a modest, faltering, earnest little Japanese girl with a
small, timid voice. I trudged down a steep hill and climbed up another
steep hill to Nihon Gakko with other black-haired boys and girls. On
the playground, we behaved cautiously. Whenever we spied a teacher
within bowing distance, we hissed at each other to stop the game, put
our feet neatly together, slid our hands down to our knees and bowed
slowly and sanctimoniously. In just the proper, moderate tone, putting
in every ounce of respect, we chanted,” Konichi-wa, sensei. Good day.”
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The Yoshidas were a close-knit family. My parents worked hard—-
the life of Oriental immigrants on the West Coast was never easy—
and they impressed on us the need for industry, honesty, and respect
for others, particularly one’s elders.
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I could never seem to penetrate my father’s gruff exterior and I
feared him as much as I loved him. I can’t ever remember hearing him
praise me. Whenever I did anything well, he simply said he expected
me to do better next time, and eventually I came to understand that
this was his way.
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Mother had an understanding of young people that was extremely
unusual in the Japanese immigrant generation. Dad was strict and
stern. He wanted to rear his children the way he had been brought
up. Mother was wise enough to know that American children could not
be reared like Japanese children, that we were products of the new
world and we required freedom. Eventually I came to realize she was
a mellowing, liberalizing influence on my father.
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Whenever Mr., Ohashi approached us, we froze in our seats.
Instead of snapping into attention like Genji, we wilted and sagged.
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Mr. Ohashi said we were more like “Konyaku,” a colorless, gelatinous
Japanese food. If a boy fidgeted too nervously under Mr. Ohashi's stare,
a vivid red stain rose from the back of Mr. Ohashi’s neck until it
reached his temple and then there was a sharp explosion like the crack
of a whip. “Keo-tsuke! Attention!” It made us all leap in our seats,
each one of us feeilng terribly guilty for being such an inadequate

Japanese.
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These days in Taegu gave me an opportunity to compare the
differences between the Japanese and American Armies. After battles
in China, we would return to our barracks in Yoyang and face the
almost sadistic hazing of noncoms. If their purpose was to make
barracks life so miserable that we preferred combat, they succeeded.
In the U. S. Army time away from line duty was a time for rest and
relaxation. The G. I.’s would sit around shooting the breeze, write
home, read comics, pitch horseshoes, play cards, shoot craps, wash and
clean up oil weapons, or sleep. The American system appeared undis-
ciplined, and yet I knew that at a moment’s notice they could swing
into action. It might be said that American industrial power won World
War II, but that war also proved that no notion has better infantry
soldiers than the United States. The easygoing American system had
overwhelmed the harsh discipline of the Japanese system. It was, to
my way of thinking, a triumph of the human spirit even in the

inhumanity of war.
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“He was up on the roof of the barn and I shot him, killed him.
He wasn’t the only German I killed, but I remember him. I see him
rolling down the roof. I see him all the time now and that's why 1
want this other place to have only people because if I'm still a Jap
there and this guy’s still a German I’ll have to shoot him again and 1
don’t want to have to do that. Then maybe there is no someplace else.
Maybe dying is it. The finish. The end. Nothing. I'd like that too.
Better an absolute nothing than half a meaning. The living have it
tough. It’s like a coat rack without pegs, only you think there are.
Hang it up, drop, pick it up, hang it agan, drop again-..... .
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“No, don’t say those things, Mama, please. If only you knew how
much I have changed about being a Nisei. It wasn’t such a tragedy. I
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don’t resent my Japanese blood any more. I am proud of it, in fact,
because of you and the Issei who've struggled so much for us. It’s
really nice to be born into two cultures, like getting a real bargain in
life, two for the price of one. The hardest part, I guess is the growing
up, but after that, it can be interesting and stimulating. I used to feel
like a two-headed monstrosity, but now I find that two heads are
better than one.”
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