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In a dream, silently, she had come to him, her wasted body
within its loose graveclothes giving off an odour of wax and
rosewood, her breath, bent over him with mute secret words, a
faint odour of wetted ashes.

Her glazing eyes, staring out of death, to shake and bend
my soul. On me alone. The ghostcandle to light her agony.
Ghostly light on the tortured face. Her hoarse loud breath
rattling in horror, while all played on their knees. Her eyes on
me to strike me down. .

Ghoul! Chewer of corpses!

No, mother! Let me be and let me live. (U 1.270-79)
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crew, / The sky was blue: / The bells in heaven / Were striking eleven.
/ 'Tis time for this poor soul / To go to heaven.”) (U 2.102-07) *) &
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UBRRWE QWY S0 =2 ] (“The fox burying his mother under a
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% 2@ E ] (“The fox burying his grandmother under a hollybush.”)
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Ugly and futile: lean neck and thick hair and a stain of ink,
a snail's bed. Yet someone had loved him, borne him in her
arms and in her heart. But for her the race of the world would
have trampled him underfoot, a squashed boneless snail. She
had loved his weak watery blood drained from her own. Was
that then real? The only true thing in life? . . . She was no
more: the trembling skeleton of a twig burnt in the fire, an
odour of rosewood and wetted ashes. She had saved him from
being trampled underfoot and had gone, scarcely having been.
A poor soul gone to heaven: and on a heath beneath winking
stars a fox, red reek of rapine in his fur, with merciless bright

eyes scraped in the earth, listened, scraped up the earth,



listened, scraped and scraped. (U 2.139-50)
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She trudges, schlepps, trains, drags, trascines her load. A tide
westering, moondrawn, in her wake. Tides, myriadislanded,
within her, blood not mine, oinopa ponton, a winedark sea.
Behold the handmaid of the moon. In sleep the wet sign calls
her hour, bids her rise. Bridebed, childbed, bed of death,

ghostcandled. Omnis caro ad te veniet. He comes, pale vampire,

through storm his eyes, his bat sails bloodying the sea, mouth
to her mouth’s kiss.

Here. Put a pin in that chap, will you? My tablets. Mouth
to her kiss. No. Must be two of em. Glue em well. Mouth to her
mouth's kiss.

His lips lipped and mouthed fleshless lips of air: mouth to
her moomb. Oomb, allwombing tomb. (U 3.392-402)
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