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This paper examines Sino-Muslims (Hui-zu) and Muslim women'’s
struggles for gender equality through Islamic doctrine. After the coming
of the twentieth century, Sino-Muslims always confronted discrimination
and contempt from the majority Han population because of the latter’s
ignorance of Islamic doctrine. An Islamic feminism which pursued complete
gender equality appeared in 1930 but turned into “Wise Wife and Good
Mother” discourse in the atmosphere of nationalism. After the birth of the
People’s Republic, atheism based on communism prevailed and Muslims
were prosecuted for practicing Islamic rituals until 1979, when the Reform
and Open policy was initiated. For Muslim women living in poverty,
Islamic feminism appeared again through learning Arabic at private
female schools, which provided women with opportunities to be respected
teachers and interpreters. However, after the initiation of the Sinicization

of Religion policy in 2015, religions were put under the strict control and
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surveillance of the CCP; and gender equality through Islamic doctrine was
questioned or abandoned. The CCP believes that people in China should
achieve gender equality where men and women are equal competitors.
However, this phenomenon also makes Sino-Muslims ponder what Hui-
zu is, because their ethnicity has been recognized as a nationality (minzu)

precisely because of their Islamic faith.
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