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Abstract

An Attempt to Pass on the War Experience:
Narrative by Mankichi Oshima, a Survivor of the Kakkonbyo Incident

Atsuko SHIMBO

This paper is a transcript of a lecture given by Mankichi Oshima, a survivor of the “Kakkonbyo
Incident (Gegenmyo Incident),” a Soviet attack on Japanese civilians in Gegenmyo, Manchukuo, on
August 14, 1945.

Mr. Oshima lived in Xing’an (now Ulanhot, Inner Mongolia), the capital of the Xing’an General
Province of “Manchukuo” before the war, and experienced the Kakkonbyo Incident (Gegenmyo
Incident) during his evacuation after the August 9, 1945, Soviet invasion of northeastern China. In this
incident, Japanese civilians were devastated by an attack by Soviet tanks. This incident was one of the
most tragic and costly incidents in the process of Japanese evacuation from Manchukuo after the defeat
in World War II.

The evacuees at that time were mostly women and children because of the mobilization of many adult
males in July 1945 to fill the vacuum left by the Kwantung Army’s movement to the southern front as the
Japanese front expanded. In addition, wagons and other vehicles were requisitioned by the Kwantung
Army to prioritize their own evacuation. As a result, most of the evacuees from Xing’an were women and
children, and it was very difficult for them to evacuate on foot.

On August 14, as the lead group of displaced persons was approaching the Kakkon (Gegen) Temple,
a Tibetan Buddhist temple, 14 Soviet tanks attacked them . In addition, soldiers dismounted from the
tanks and shot at the surviving civilians.

Many of the Japanese survivors chose to commit suicide in despair, fearing that the women and
children could not survive alone. The family of Ms. Oshima, who was in fourth grade at the time,
miraculously survived. After returning to Japan, the survivors, including Mr. Oshima’s family, organized
the “Xing’an Street Life Day Association” and have held a memorial service every year on August 14 to
comfort the spirits of the victims.

I invited Mr. Oshima as a guest speaker in my classes at college. This paper is based on Mr. Oshima’s
talk in 2022.

This paper discusses the importance of conducting activities to pass on such war stories as part of
examining why wars occur, as war survivors grow older and their memories fade with the passage of

time.



