HE AT YOSHINO Ayako

(EFEm0
Y42 )7y euva—Xe5—5—) YY) —X&fBEINnk
19t sz [
KAPF 72 I =X L MREZOYED 56—

Imagined Victorians: Victorian Setting for Girls’ Novels in

Contemporary Japan

Keywords: Post-feminism A® X b 7 = I = X A, Feminist Backlash 7 =
Z XL e/Ny 7 Fw¥a, Victorianism 7 4 7 b 7 =X L, Japanese YA
Fiction HAERD P LUNE, Gender ¥ = v ¥ —

This paper explores Yuko Aoki’s ‘Victorian Rose Tailor’ series, a
prominent addition to Japanese young adult (YA) literature, particularly
targeted teenage girls. Launched in 2005 and continuing for nearly a
decade, the series unfolds in Victorian Britain, focusing on two teenage
orphan girls who run a small dressmaking shop in a London suburb. The
narrative skillfully incorporates elements of imagined Victorianism and
seemingly aligns with the post-feminist trends common in contemporary
popular culture for girls in the English-speaking world, where feminism is
depicted as a series of waves, and post-feminist attitudes are portrayed as

being authentic to individual desires.

However, this paper presents a contrasting perspective, arguing that a

pivotal aspect of the series is the profound longing for an absent mother
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figure, symbolizing second-wave feminism. This aspect marks a stark
contrast to Western counterparts, where mothers are frequently depicted
merely as obstacles. The paper posits that the series’ choice of a Victorian
setting is not merely aesthetic but strategic, serving as a vehicle to
convey feminist voices in a cultural climate overwhelmed by simultaneous

feminist backlash and post-feminism.
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In contexts where “feminism” may have no clear or agreed local
referent, thinking in terms of post-feminism is still possible and

valuable, including to draw our critical attention to the contradiction
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of “post-feminism before feminism” and to consider whether and
how post-feminism may contribute to undermining the emergence or
consolidation of local feminisms.
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