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Mencius's Theory of Revolution:
Developments in Japan and Europe in the 18th Century

MATSUNO Toshiyuki

This article will mainly introduce the interpretation of Mencius's theory
of revolution on later generations in Japan and Europe around the 18th century.
When Mencius was young, the lords of various countries began to call themselves
kings. Mencius argued that there is a difference between a king and a conqueror.
A king in name only relies on strength. A real king rules by virtue, so there will
be no revolution. Mencius's theories were introduced to Europe by the Jesuits
around the 16th century. In the 18th century, Frangois Noél translated all the
texts of Mencius into Latin. Noél agreed with Mencius's revolutionary theory
and said that a king who practiced unethical politics was destined to be executed.
Frangois-André-Adrien Pluquet translated Mencius into French. Pluquet also
agreed with Mencius’s theory of revolution and also questioned when a revolution
would begin. A revolution begins not when action is taken, but when the people’s
hearts turn away from the king. In Europe, Mencius's revolutionary theory was
actively introduced. At the same time, Mencius was popular in Japan. However,
the Japanese emphasized social order. Some Japanese agreed with Mencius's
revolutionary theory, while others opposed it. Ito Jinsai interpreted Mencius's
theory of revolution positively. However, Motoori Norinaga considered Mencius
to be a great villain. This is because Mencius affirmed revolution. Some people
thought that Mencius's ideas of affirming revolution were not appropriate in
Japan. In Japan in the 18th century, many people disliked Mencius’s revolutionary
theory. The understanding of Mencius changes depending on the perspective of
the viewer and the circumstances of the time.
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