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Gifts of Armor in the Diplomacy of the Tokugawa Shoguns
IWASAKI Yui

This paper focuses on the gift of armor in the diplomacy of the Tokugawa
shoguns and aims to examine the significance of armor as a “gift.” Early modern
armor has been neglected in the art-historical point of view because of its
stylistic breakdown with the decline of warfare in the Edo period. As a result,
there has been little new movement to broaden the perspective of early modern
armor research. However, even with the decline of warfare, there were still
many occasions when armor was used. For example, in “Gojikki” (the so-called
“Tokugawa Jikki"), there are records of armor being given as rewards and gifts,
as well as being used in annual events. This shows that armor continued to be
produced and used while its “significance” changed.

In order to understand the overall picture of armor as a tool, it is
necessary to look at armor in the early modern period, including changes in its
“significance.” Therefore, I decided to focus on the diplomatic aspect of the
significance of armor as a “gift.” The research method was to list examples
of armor gift-giving in diplomatic situations in the “Tokugawa Jikki” and
“Tkoku Nikki,” covering the period from Ieyasu to Iemitsu, and to examine the
characteristics of these examples.

In the "Tokugawa Jikki,” I can find 32 cases where armor had the
significance of “gifts” and there are 11 cases of gifts to foreign countries,
accounting for more than 30% of the total number. The “Tkoku Nikki" shows
that the Japanese side gave arms, harnesses, horses, screens, etc., while the other
side (Lu-Sung, Cambodia, etc.) gave local specialties or items not available in
Japan (ivory, sugar, clocks, etc.). From this, I suggest that the Shogun's side
may have consciously gifted tools of the warrior government, such as arms and
harnesses. In the conclusion, I propose an aspect of the “significance” of armor
in diplomatic situations as “a gift given along with other arms and harnesses” to
show “military prestige” as a warrior government.
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