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War and Peace Considered from the Changes in the Reading of
Gun,éimonogamri: An Interpretation of Hougenmon()gaz‘ari and
Heijimonogatari in the Early Modern Period

TAKIZAWA Mika

The reading of the works called “gunkimonogatari’, which are based on wars
that actually occurred in Japanese history, changed greatly from time to time, and
it is well known that in modern times in particular they were used as teaching
materials to promote militaristic education. However, it is thought that such a
way of reading tales apart from the original text occurred even before the modern
era. Therefore, in this paper, I deal with the rufubon of Hougenmonogatari and
Heijimonogatari, which was among the gunkimonogatari created in the Middle
Ages, and examine how these works have been interpreted in the early modern
period through an analysis of commentaries called Hougenmonogataritaizen
and Heijimonogataritaizen. By doing so, I aim to consider the issue of “war and
peace” as seen from the changes in the reading of gunkimonogatari.

In Hougenmonogataritaizen and Heijimonogataritaizen, the word kekki no
yu appears to criticize the characters, just as in the rufubon of Hougenmonogatari
and Heijimonogatari. However, the criticism is attached to a different person
than the one in the tales, or the evaluation of the person criticized in the tales
is different in the annotations. In other words, it can be seen that the role of
words of criticism and standards of value are different between the two. It’s
not just the words of comment that change; in the Hougenmonogataritaizen
and Heijimonogataritaizen there is a tendency to praise loyal retainers who
sincerely serve their masters until the end. Considering other descriptions, it can
be concluded that the Hougenmonogataritaizen and Heijimonogataritaizen are
conscious of a state of mind, and that its focus on the truth of the heart seems to
be linked to this.

However, this is a unique tendency of the Hougenmonogataritaizen and
Heijimonogataritaizen, which is different from the rufubon of Hougenmonogatari
and Heijimonogatari, and not all of the intentions of the rufubon were inherited
in subsequent eras. The problem of separating from the original text and reading
the tales as one would like to interpret it according to the period is not limited
to modern times, but can be said to be a phenomenon that easily arises when
reading gunkimonogatari. Therefore, we need to understand that even if the main
text of gunkimonogatari was averse to war, there is a danger that the tales may be
used for war depending on the person handling it.
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