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Abstract

In 2007, the number of Filipino residents in Japan exceeded 200,000, more than 150,000 of whom were long-stay
travelers with the status of Permanent Resident, Spouse or Child of Japanese National, or Long-Term Resident. Under
these circumstances, Filipino groceries, or “sari-sari stores”, are steadily taking root in Japanese society.

The present report focuses on the roles of “couches” in sari-sari stores in Japanese communities. The results of
surveys and a study of “modernology”on “couches” revealed that “couches™ act as gathering spots not only for Filipinos
but also for Japanese in Japanese communities.

Recently, at this spot NPOs who support foreigners’ lives are being established. Through the process of multicultural
symbiosis, social inequalities between the majority and minorities are often concealed , but in this case, the soft
harmonization of the Japanese and foreign residents show an alternative way by sharing the same keyword; “difficulty

of living” in Japanese society.
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