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Abstract

Okinawa, from which a significant number of people have emigrated to Hawaii, the mainland US, and South

America, in addition to other regions, has been called an “emigrant prefecture”. Despite the large number of Okinawans

living overseas (kenkeijin), Okinawa is well known for maintaining close ties with emigrants around the globe. In this

article, I attempt to explain how kenkeijin maintain close bonds with their homeland, beginning with a review of the

history of the kenkeijin and the “Okinawan Diaspora”. On the small island of Hamahiga, a number of stone monuments

stand as indications of significant monetary donations from kenkeijin for the restoration of sacred religious structures

for ancestral deities. In addition, Japanese prefectural and municipal governments provide kenkeijin with financial

and personnel support. As examples of concrete strategies for maintaining bonds with kenkeijin, 1 also examine the

worldwide Uchinanchu (Okinawan) festivals, which have been held in Okinawa every five years since 1990, and the

contents of teaching materials targeting the younger generations of Okinawans.
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