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Abstract

Galicia, one of the 17 autonomous communities of Spain, has its own language (gallego), different from Spanish
(castellano), as well as Catalonia and Basque Country. Galicia is also generally known as a “region of emigrants” in Spain.
This article explores the process in which the representation of Galician emigrants reveals the characteristics of Galicia
itself, focusing on the history of emigrants to and from Galicia, and examines the actual relationship between Galician
emigrants and people remaining in Galicia.

This article analyses the history of Galician emigrants, concentrating on twentieth century, which took place roughly in
two periods (from 1900s to 1970s, and from 1970s to the presence). Based upon this analysis and my own fieldwork, the
following two points can be considered. First, “Galicianism (Galleguismo)” or Galician regionalism developed as “long-
distance nationalism ” (Anderson, B.) primarily among emigrants in Latin America after the Spanish Civil War (1936-
1939) and the establishment of the Franco dictatorial era; the relationship between Galicia and Latin America established
through emigrants during these periods is now considered to be one of Galicia’s most characteristic features. Secondly,
Galician migrant workers who stayed in other industrial cities within Spain did not contribute substantially to Galicia’s
local image as well as the emigrants to Latin America; their migrant phenomenon is still classified as a "vivid memory" in

the consciousness of Galician history shared among people remaining in Galicia at present.
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