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Abstract

According to the “Register of Foreign Residents in Japan”, as of 2008 approximately 120,000 Muslims were residing

in Japan. Although the “newcomer” Muslim presence in Japan goes back to the late 1980s, when immigrant workers

from Iran, Pakistan, and Bangladesh were attracted by Japan’s economic boom, immigration continues today, with an

increasing number of Muslims from Indonesia and other countries coming to Japan to study or engage in occupational

training, and at present, many immigrants are residing with their spouses and children. As Japanese public education

does not include Islamic education, Muslim parents often send their children to formal or informal international schools,

or engage in informal training such as private teaching at mosques. The present paper discusses the results of a social

survey about education for Muslim children, and attempts to clarify the current situation and challenges facing Islamic

education in contemporary Japan.
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