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Abstract

In recent years, the concept of “semi-domestication™ has been attracting attention in connection with the preservation
of the natural environment. Semi-domestication is generally regarded as a way of harnessing nature through minor
interventions by humans in order to increase the yields of specific animals and plants.

A survey on crab aquaculture in Anhui Sheng, China revealed that a considerable number of semi-domestication-like
skills are utilized in aquaculture, a new fishing industry in which technical innovations are constantly being developed.
Accordingly, as a preparatory stage to consider future environmental policies, this paper aims to clarify the significance
ol introducing semi-domestication knowledge into aquaculture.

Examination of this case clarified that semi-domestication knowledge was introduced by local people in order
to carry out crab culture efficiently. In this way, the growing environment of the crabs improved as a result of the
introduction of the knowledge of semi-domestication in pursuit of efficiency. What is important is that people extend
the application of this knowledge to aquaculture according to necessity. We should look at such creativity of the people

to make full use of their knowledge, rather than just how the knowledge is.
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