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Support for families forced to live separately due to the Fukushima nuclear
disaster: an interim report of KASASAGI project

Shuzo Hirata, Koichi Negayama, Konomi Ishijima, Ryuhei Mochida and Akiko Shiraga

Abstract

There are many families affected by the Fukushima Dai-ichi Nuclear Power Plant Accident following the Great
East Earthquake and forced to live separately (mother and children taking refuge in Tokyo or surrounding prefectures
with fathers staying behind). KASASAGI PROJECT was launched for the purpose of providing support for them,
acting as a bridge between split households through parent interviews, lending of Skype devices and video recording
of children. The support has been provided to 2 families. Furthermore, a questionnaire was distributed to about 1,000
families evacuated to Saitama prefecture from Tohoku Region to understand their general situations, and 248 families
completed it. The lives of these families are thought to shift in stages: 1) securing survival, 2) adjusting the basis of life,
and 3) having a perspective of future life. Now they seem to be in the transition from stage 2 to 3 and showing signs of
prolonged stress of isolation from community networks, normalization of living separately and apart, etc. Therefore,

it is necessary to constantly get information on their needs and to provide long-term, continuous support in a flexible

mannecr.

Key Words : Great east Japan earthquake, Fukushima nuclear accident, evacuated family, isolation from community
networks, KASASAGI project,
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