ANEREERSE 26% %25 205—220 (2012)

R & @ X

Ve & TR OMEME» S
— TR G IEAERE D PR N A AL —

fHge HEt, gk B b BRl®

What is the boundary between illness and disability?
- Medical anthropological study for electromagnetic hypersensitivity -

Yasufumi Ito, Katsumi Suzuki and Takuya Tsujiuchi

(* Graduate School of Human Sciences, Waseda University,
?Faculty of Human Sciences, Waseda University)
(Received: May 21, 2012; Accepted: July 31, 2012)

Abstract

Contemporary lifestyles that are dependent upon electricity have resulted in the emergence of a new disease. In
the 1980s, William J. Rea, a heart surgeon in the U.S., named this disease “electrical hypersensitivity”’; however, this
disease remains controversial in academic circles. Although a clear definition of electromagnetic hypersensitivity has
not been established, certain people are certainly biologically and psychologically sensitive to electromagnetic waves.
The present study aims to clarify the way of life of patients suffering from electromagnetic hypersensitivity.

Nowadays, studies on the “disability model” have progressed in Europe and the U.S., and the disability model
has been divided into a “social model” and a “cultural model”. The present study employs the cultural model, which
maintains that handicapped persons should emphasize the value of their own ideas, as it is clear that there are cultural
differences between handicapped persons and able-bodied persons.

We interviewed individuals living at a sanatorium who suffer from electromagnetic or chemical hypersensitivity
disorder. Residents of the sanatorium do not depend excessively on electricity and try to avoid coming into contact with

chemical substances. We conclude that these individuals practice a lifestyle based on the cultural model.
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