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The Excavation Report on the Hilltop at Abusir in Egypt

Sakuji Yoshimura* and So Hasegawa**

Abstract
In 1991, the Egyptian Culture Center of Waseda University was permitted to excavate
the top of a hill situated 1 km south of the 5th Dynasty pyramids at Abusir and 1.5km
northwest of Serapeum at Saqqara, and three successive seasons of work from 1991 to

1993 was carried out. Excavation unearthed a building which is related to Prince

Khaemwaset, the fourth son of Ramesses II of the 19th Dynasty.

The building constructs of limestone blocks. It consists of ‘portico’, ‘corridor’ and a

‘cult room’ arranged on an east-west axis, and is 20m long as a whole. It reminds us of
the tomb-chapels of the 18th and 19th Dynasties found to the south of the pyramid
causeway of Unis at Saggara, but we have not yet found a burial chamber in the site. The

question is whether the building is a tomb-chapel of Khaemwaset himself or a monument

dedicated to him, and future excavation will answer it.
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