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Urban Voluntary Associations in Developing Countries :
The Cairene (Egypt) Case

Hirofumi Tanada*

Abstract
In many developing countries, regional voluntary associations or migrant associations do exist
in metropolitan areas. Researchers have paid much attention to the roles of the associations that
help their members or migrants to adjust to the conditions of the urban life and to be integrated with

the society.

Referring to the literatures about the voluntary associations in Africa, Latin America and the
Middle East, I will submit some working hypotheses about the changing of the structure and roles
of regional or migrant associations in association with the progress of urbanisation process in Cairo,

Egypt.

Analyzing the quantitative data of "private voluntary associations” (gama’iiya in Arabic), the
trends of the change in 1950’s and the recent years in Cairo have been identified.
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ABI SENEITA SHAR’IA BENEVOLENT
ASSOCIATION, 'AHALI
(141~Boulac), 39 Al-Khoussosi Street—
Est. 1943—Private—No govt. grants.
Purpose : To teach the principles of Islam ; con-
struct graves and provide burial services ; settle dis-
putes among members ; extend financial aid to
orphans and the needy . collect alms as set down in
the principles of the Moslem religion and distribute
them among the needy.
Officers of the board (1955) : Pres. Mohammed
Abdel Fattah El-Sayed . Vice Pres. Mowaled Abd
Rab El-Nabi ; Treas. Abdel Hadi
Secty. Abdel Ma’boud Atallah.
Exec, Secty. Abdel Ma’boud Atallah.
Staff and volunteers . No paid agency workers.

Mohammed ,

Approx. 15 volunteers.
Working hours . 6 P.M. —11 P.M. once monthly.
Membership requirements : A Moslem from Abi
Seneita who pays monthly dues. Full membership
dues per year L.E. —. 720 (minimum). Membership :
446 Egyptian Moslem adult males. Occupation :
Manual laborers. merchants and employees.
People served : 193 Egyptian Moslems of all ages and
both sexes. Occupation :-Needy people.
Services .

Financial . Disaster and accident aid

(132 people served).

Burial : Financial aid for burial (61).

(#441) Istiphan, L. op. cit.
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