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The American Nisei as Marginal Man:
The Nisei in Japan in the 1930s and 40s

Toyotomi Morimoto*

Abstract

A socio-psychological notion of “marginal man” was advocated by Robert Park in the
late 1920s and developed by Everett Stonequist in the early 1930s. The concept of marginal
man consists of racial hybrids as well as cultural hybrids in which immigrants, particularly
the second generation immigrants, are included. In this article, by utilizing marginal man
concept, I examined second generation youths of Japanese descent in the United States,
especially those who went to Japan for study in the 1930s and were stranded there during
the war period. Along with a brief sketch of Nisei and foreign students in prewar-Japan,
this article deals with marginal personalities of a few Nisel in Japan, by examining their

personal accounts, letters and an interview.
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